
                         SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Colin Leggate  
 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: 223 All hail the power of Jesu’s name 
Psalm: 1 
Grad: 462 Soul of my saviour 
Offertory: 422 Alleluia, sing to Jesus 
Communion: Rejoice the Lord is King - Archer 
Post Com: 612 Christ triumphant, ever 
reigning 
Please join us for coffee after this service    

9.30am Family Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The 
Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
Hymn : 428 Love divine, all loves excelling  
Hymn: 752 Will you come and follow me?  
Hymn: 54 At the name of Jesus 

6.30pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
Canon Freda Davies 
Hymn: 769 Rejoice, the Lord is King 
Responses: Tomkins 
Psalm: 1 
Hymn: 691 Jesus shall reign 
Canticles: Fourth Evening Service - Batten 
Anthem: If ye love me - Tallis 
Hymn: 232 The head that once was crowned 

 
                    SERVICES NEXT WEEK                    
Thursday 17th May  
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
 
Sunday 20th May - Pentecost 
8.00am    Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am    Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
9.30am    Confirmation Service with Bishop 
Richard - Walford 
11.15am  Baptism - Ross 
11.15am Village Service Eucharist - Brampton 
Abbotts School  

evenings on specific issues has not been 
forgotten! If you were one of those who 
attended last year and would like to explore 
further, or you would just like to dive straight 
in, you will be very welcome to join in at any 
or all of the following.  
21st June “Prayer in Pastoral Visiting” 
20th September  “Connecting Care and 
Discipleship”  
15th November “Health, Healing and 
Wellbeing” 
All sessions run from 7.30pm to 9pm in St 
Mary’s Church Hall. For more information 
please ask or contact me, 
simon.tarlton@gmail.com 

Pray at St Mary’s On Saturday 19th May 
from 9am until 5pm you are invited to come 
and pray at St Mary’s. There will be a series of 
Prayer Tables to guide, and we hope, inspire 
you in your prayers where the theme is Thy 
Kingdom Come. Please feel free to come and 
go as you please. There will be a time of 
praying together at 5pm for anyone who 
wishes to join us. Christine and Sue Spence. 

 
Thy Kingdom Come  
As part of the Archbishops' initiative of ten 
days of prayer from Ascension to Pentecost 
we encourage you to join us at St Mary's 
during this season to begin and end each day. 
Morning Prayer is said each week day at 
7.30am and Evening Prayer at 5.00 pm and 
you will be very welcome.  Simon           

 

I well recall a trip by rail to Nice several 
years ago. Unwittingly, we had booked to 
travel on Ascension Day and to stay until 
after Whitsun. The French seemed to have 
decided ‘en masse’ to make a ten-day 
break. Between Lille and Marseilles the 
crowds were unstoppable, the reservations 
impossible, and the noise unbearable.  

In the midst of all the hurly burly there 
were times when, even travelling with 
Celia, my feelings were of loneliness. 
Uncertainty, language, and a lack of cultural 
empathy, left us outside what was 
happening – until the train emptied at 
Marseilles and we had the most marvellous 
trip along the Provence coastline. 

Reading the story of the Ascension from 
Acts, I suspect that there was a similar 
sequence of feelings amongst the followers 
of Jesus. They had seen Jesus in different 
ways and different places across several 
weeks. The initial loneliness of the 
Crucifixion had been replaced by attempts 
to understand the Resurrection and to 
recognise that what Jesus had said, was 
actually being made clear to them.  
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Just a few weeks later, though, it all 
changes again, and ‘a cloud took Him out of 
their sight’. Those feelings of uncertainty, 
exposure to the crowds, the potential for 
physical harm and yet another apparent set
-back, must have been strong as they 
returned to the city and gathered together 
in their upper room. They had travelled in 
hope and hit the buffers of loneliness. 

Again, ‘all change’, becomes the cry and as 
we look at the Acts of the Apostles and the 
liberation of Pentecost we see the young 
church emerging full of hope, with a spirit 
of togetherness, and sharing, and Peter, 
and then Paul, are able, in the most difficult 
circumstances, to offer the Good News that 
we all share. Allelulia! 

 

Derek 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Risen, ascended Lord, 
as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and 
compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the 
world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we 
proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL: 
Brad Knapper 
AND WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
 
TODAY’S READINGS      
 

First Reading: Acts 1.15-17,21-26 

 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the 
believers (together the crowd numbered 
about one hundred and twenty people). He 
said, 16 ‘Friends, the scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David 
foretold concerning Judas, who became a 
guide for those who arrested Jesus – 17 for he 
was numbered among us and was allotted his 
share in this ministry. 21 So one of the men 
who have accompanied us throughout the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of 
John until the day when he was taken up from 
us – one of these must become a witness with 
us to his resurrection.’ 23 So they proposed 
two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 
known as Justus, and Matthias. 24 Then they 
prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s 
heart. Show us which one of these two you 

have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry 
and apostleship from which Judas turned aside 
to go to his own place.’ 26 And they cast lots for 
them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was 
added to the eleven apostles. 

Second Reading 1 John 5.9-13 

 
9 If we receive human testimony, the testimony 
of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God 
that he has testified to his Son. 10 Those who 
believe in the Son of God have the testimony in 
their hearts. Those who do not believe in God 
have made him a liar by not believing in the 
testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 
11 And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the 
Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of 
God does not have life. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God, so that you may know 
that you have eternal life. 

Gospel Reading: John 17.6-19 

Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed: 6 ‘Father, 
I have made your name known to those whom 
you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. 7 Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; 8 for the words that 
you gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I 
came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; 
and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12 
While I was with them, I protected them in your 
name that you have given me. I guarded them, 
and not one of them was lost except the one 

church. If you able to offer any help on the 
day such as manning gates or assisting with 
parking, please contact Sanna Drummond 
(sannadrummond@gmail.com). We look 
forward to seeing you on what promises to be 
a glorious day!    

Toys in good condition needed for our 
Fantastic Toy Sale As part of the Walford 
Church Open Garden Day. Also a request for 
empty jam jars for our produce stall Please 
leave any toys and jam jars in Walford Church 
porch. Sanna Drummond 

Collection for Canon Marvin 
Marvin and Sue will be leaving us on 1st July. 
We have enjoyed having them with us and we 
shall miss them. Please give donations as you 
leave Church on Sunday. We plan to send the 
money collected to Marvin’s African 
charity The Kinkiizi Diocese Education Fund. 
Sarah 

Contemplative Prayer Group will meet at 
Freda’s home on Wednesday 16th May at 
11.00am. Further information from Freda on 
01989 562366 

Five delightful gardens with varied terrains in 
the Wye Valley AONB are waiting to be 
explored in Brampton Abbotts on Saturday 
2nd June. Gardens open to support St. 
Michael’s Hospice in their valuable work 
between 12 and 5pm and the PCC is involved! 
Tickets £5, children under 12 free, provide 
entry to all five gardens, one of which will 
have refreshments and some with plants for 
sale. Signed parking beside the church, village 
hall and Townsend Farm, or walk across the 
fields from Ross via Netherton! 
See http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
event/brampton-abbotts-community/ . David 
Hughes 

Encircled in Care (part two) Some of you may 
remember the pastoral care sessions we ran 
last year. The promise that we would follow 
up the foundation sessions with some more 

destined to be lost, so that the scripture might 
be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, 
and I speak these things in the world so that 
they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. 14 I have given them your word, 
and the world has hated them because they 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to 
take them out of the world, but I ask you to 
protect them from the evil one. 16 They do 
not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. 17 Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent 
me into the world, so I have sent them into 
the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth.’ 

 

NOTICES 

 
Open Garden - Thanks to all who came along 
to make our Open Garden such a success. 
Special thanks though to Leah, Margaret, 
Margaret and Tina who served all the tea and 
cake, and to Rachel for running the raffle. 
Thank you, too, to all who provided cake. 
Together we raised £560 for St Mary's.  Mark 

Walford Church is excited to announce the 
upcoming Summer Open Gardens to be held 
on Sunday 10th June. The gardens will open at 
10am with Castle Brook selling brunch bacon 
and asparagus rolls. Other destinations will 
take you on a horticultural tour of Deep Dean, 
Howle Hill, Bull’s Hill, Coughton and Hom 
Green, closing at 4pm. The cost of a ticket is 
£6 per adult and children are free. There will 
be something a little extra at each of the 
gardens to keep all the family entertained. 
This is a unique opportunity to see inside the 
most interesting “secret” gardens that 
Walford has to offer as well as views of our 
surrounding countryside that you’ll never 
before have been afforded. All money raised 
will go towards the upkeep of our beautiful 


