
SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and Dr 
Derek Glover 
Sunday Kids runs during this service 
Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone  
Introit: 541 (t231) Lord of beauty, thine the 
splendour 
Psalm: 104.24-end 
Grad: 822 Who can measure heaven and 
earth 
Offertory: 593 At the name of Jesus 
Communion: The heavens are telling - Haydn 
Post Com: 810 Thou whose almighty word 
Please join us for coffee in St Mary’s hall after 
this service 
 
 
9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford 
Canon Freda Davies 
Hymn: 457 My God, how wonderful you are 
Hymn: 84 Breathe on me, Breath of God 
Hymn: 716 We have a gospel to proclaim 
Hymn: 54 At the name of Jesus 
 
   
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
School 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth and The 
Rev’d Sarah Jones  
 

 

                     SERVICES NEXT WEEK 
Thursday 8th February 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
Sunday 11th February 
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
9.30am Family Service - Walford 
4.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross          

those in need. It is part of our observance of 
Lent and whilst there is no charge for the 
lunch we do ask that you donate generously. 
 
The Fundraising Committee is taking a break 
after organising three festivals, but we do 
need ideas for a summer fundraiser.  
If you have any ideas & can help with the 
organisation of such an event, please ring me 
on 567544 or email: 
val.allen6@btinternet.com  Thank you, Val.  
 
Open weekend at St. Mary's. 24th & 25th 
February Two days of celebration at St. 
Mary's showcasing all that we do and the 
changes we have made. Over 20 stalls 
displaying the work of our church community 
in all its varied ways with opportunities to see 
behind the scenes and join in. Including a 
concert with the wonderful 'Roaring Megs' 
and The Phoenix Singers on Saturday and 
concluding with a celebratory 'come and sing' 
Evensong at 4.00pm on Sunday. 
10am to 4pm Saturday. 12 to 4pm Sunday. 
Tell your friends and families and join us.  

LENT GROUPS this year we have an exciting 
new study entitled 'Walking towards Glory', as 
we walk in the footsteps of Jesus to the Cross 
on a personal journey of faith. The course is 
being held throughout the Benefice beginning 
on 19 February as follows: 
On Mondays at 7.30pm in Ross at Pauline 
Leggate's, and at Paul and Margaret Mason's 
and at Margaret Clark's. 
On Tuesdays at 7.30.pm in Walford at Chris 
Blanchard's. On Tuesdays at 10.30.am in 
Brampton Abbotts at Marvin Bamforth's. 
Please contact Canon Chris Blanchard to join a 
group and for details about the venues. 

Lent Meditations Do join us at St Mary's on 
Wednesday mornings during Lent for a series 
of meditations and quiet prayer. The first 
session will be on Wednesday 21st February 
at 11 am. Further details from Freda on 
562366 

As we move into 2018, we’re recalling the last 
year of the Great War and its influence in our 
country. 
At Hereford Cathedral, there will be special 
observances: Poppies: Weeping Window – the 
cascade of thousands of ceramic poppies by 
Paul Cummins, artist and Tom Piper, designer, 
originally at HM Tower of London in 2014. 
This dramatic installation will be a major 
feature of cathedral life 14 March – 29 April 
and we hope that many from the diocese will 
want to come and see it – and engage with it.  
Later, in April, we will have the unveiling of a 
plaque commemorating 8 little girls who died 
in a fire at the Garrick Theatre, Hereford, in 
April 1916 – they had been performing to 
raise funds for the troops at the Front and, as 
the curtain fell, fire broke out, with 
devastating results. In September, the 
cathedral will unveil a new plaque honouring 
soldier Allan Leonard Lewis, the only 
Herefordshire-born recipient of the Victoria 
Cross. Lewis was killed in September 1918, 
aged 23. The Victoria Cross was presented to 
his parents by H.M King George V at 
Buckingham Palace in April 1919. By the end 
of the year, will we be exhausted by all these 
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observances? Will the constant reminders of 
the horrors of the Great War numb us to its 
terrible reality? My hope and prayer is that it 
will not – quite the opposite – these last four 
years of remembrance will have alerted us to 
stories, facts, tragedy, heroism, sorrow – 
which will help in making us a more 
understanding society – determined all the 
more to work for all that is good and true. 
One of the results of the Great War was a 
new willingness and indeed thirst, to pray for 
the souls of the departed. Till then, the 
Church of England had been rather muted in 
any suggestion that its members might 
actually pray for those who had died. The 
Great War, with its huge number of deaths, 
changed all that. People needed to pray for 
their departed loved ones – they needed to 
be able to make some response and to feel 
that lives, so cruelly cut short, were 
continuing in God’s presence. Today, we pray, 
quite naturally, for our departed loved ones – 
and how right that is. Heaven and Earth are so 
often very close and the gap that separates 
us, very thin. 
Michael Tavinor ( full version on the diocese 
website www.hereford.anglican.org/news/
newsletters/Dean’s Parish article) 

4th February 2018                              

2nd Sunday before Lent 
 
We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
give us reverence for all creation 
and respect for every person, 
that we may mirror your likeness 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God our creator,  
by your gift 
the tree of life was set at the heart of the 
earthly paradise, 
and the bread of life at the heart of your 
Church: 
may we who have been nourished at your 
table on earth 
be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s 
cross 
and enjoy the delights of eternity; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND 
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Mavis Bowden, Jack Halfpenny and Marjorie 
Budimirov 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading - Proverbs 8.1, 22-31 
1 Does not wisdom call, and does not 
understanding raise her voice? 
22 The LORD created me at the beginning of 
his work, the first of his acts of long ago. 
23 Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before 
the beginning of the earth. 24 When there 
were no depths I was brought forth, when 
there were no springs abounding with water. 
25 Before the mountains had been shaped, 
before the hills, I was brought forth – 
26 when he had not yet made earth and 
fields, or the world’s first bits of soil. 
27 When he established the heavens, I was 
there, when he drew a circle on the face of 
the deep, 28 when he made firm the skies 
above, when he established the fountains of 
the deep, 29 when he assigned to the sea its 
limit, so that the waters might not transgress 

his command, when he marked out the 
foundations of the earth, 30 then I was beside 
him, like a master worker; and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing before him always, 
31 rejoicing in his inhabited world 
and delighting in the human race. 
 
Second Reading - Colossians 1.15-20 
15 Christ is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things 
in heaven and on earth were created, things 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers – all things have 
been created through him and for him. 17 He 
himself is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that he might come to have 
first place in everything. 19 For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, by making peace through the blood of 
his cross. 
 
Gospel Reading John 1.1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
in the beginning with God. 3 All things came 
into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. 4 What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 
8 He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9 The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came 
into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him. 12 But 
to all who received him, who believed in his 

Palm Sunday to Easter Day. We need all sorts 
of helpers to make this a success, if you feel 
you could help us please contact Freda on 
562366. 
 
Paddle and Praise dates Monday 12th 
Feb and Monday 5th March. Contact Wendy 
Alston wraalston@gmail.com 
Paddle and Praise Plus date Friday 23rd 
March. Contact Wendy Alston 
wraalston@gmail.com 
 
St Mary’s Pews We hope that we will be 
pressing on with the removal of the remaining 
pews by the end of the year. There has been 
considerable interest in homing the pews (8 
already reserved). If you’d like one, or know 
of anyone interested it would be worth having 
a word with Mark Sanderson before too long 
to avoid disappointment. They are being sold 
for £150 each. Mark 

Prayers for St Mary's is being held in St 
Mary’s at noon on the first Monday of each 
month for 15 to 20 minutes. 5th of February is 
the next date. Janet Nelson 
 
APCMs Ross APCM is on Wednesday 18th 
April, 7.30pm at St Mary’s Hall, Brampton 
Abbotts APCM is Thursday 19th April at BA 
Village Hall at 7.30pm and Walford APCM is 
Monday 30th April in St Michael’s Church at 
7.30pm. Please can you write your reports 
now and e mail them to Nick in the office 
making clear which APCM it is for. The period 
for your report is for the calendar year 1st 
January 2017 to 31st December 2017. Thank 
you, Sarah.   
 
Lent Lunches - Lent Lunches will be available 
on Wednesdays throughout Lent in St Mary's 
Hall from Midday until 1.30pm. There will be a 
choice of delicious homemade soups with 
bread and tea or coffee. The idea of a Lent 
lunch, or as they are sometimes known a 
Hunger Lunch, is that the money we would 
normally spend on lunch is given away to 

name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 

 
NOTICES 
A Confirmation Service for the whole 
Benefice has been organised to take place on 
Sunday 20 May at 9.30am at St. Michael and 
All Angels Church, Walford. This is Pentecost 
Sunday and Bishop Richard has chosen this 
date himself  specially for those who would 
like to be confirmed by him this year. For 
more details please speak to Canon Chris 
Blanchard. A meeting of all those interested 
will be arranged in the near future. Chris 
Blanchard 

St Mary’s History – The church history in the 
white folder at the back of St Mary’s, offered 
as a consultative guide for visitors, has been 
updated to reflect recent changes in the 
building. This document was originally put 
together by John Tarrant in the 1990s drawing 
on material from a variety of sources. You 
may like to know that you can find this on the 
website on the St Mary’s Church page. It 
remains a “work in progress” and will 
continue to be updated – Mark Sanderson 

Licensing of Christine as the 
Intergenerational Missioner  
The Bishop of Hereford will licence Christine 
Cattanach as our Intergenerational Missioner 
at the 9.30am service at St Mary’s, Ross on 
Sunday 11th February. This will be a very 
special event and it would be super if as many 
people as possible can attend. Sarah 

Easter Experience On Monday March 26th 
we will be welcoming primary school children 
to St Mary's to 'Experience Easter'. A project 
through which we aim to tell the Easter story 
using tableaux depicting Jesus' journey from 


