
SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
 
 
9.30am  All Age Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and The Rev’d Simon 
Tarlton  
Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Choir Introit: A Lent Prose - v3 
Introit: 445 God is here as we your people 
( Tune Blaenwern) 
Grad: 629 Father hear the prayer we offer 
Offertory: 604 Brother Sister let me serve 
you 
Communion:  To be a pilgrim - Burt 
Post Com: 484 You shall go out with joy 
Please join us for coffee after this service 
 
 
11.15am Family Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and Canon 
Freda Davies 
Hymn: 88 Brother, sister, let me serve you 
Hymn: 736 When I needed a neighbour 
Hymn: 275 Help us to help each other, Lord 
Hymn: 72 Bind us together, Lord 
 

4.00pm Festival Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth and The 
Rev’d Simon Tarlton  
Hymn: 589 Angel voices, ever singing 
Responses: Smith 
Psalm: 148 - Walmisley 
Hymn: 498 Lord thy church on earth is 
seeking 
Canticles: Noble in B minor 
Anthem: Ascribe unto the Lord - SS Wesley 
Hymn: 753 O praise ye, the Lord 

This is the closing service of St Mary’s Open 
Weekend. 
 
   

On Mondays at 7.30pm in Ross at Pauline 
Leggate's, and at Paul and Margaret Mason's 
and at Margaret Clark's. 
On Tuesdays at 7.30.pm in Walford at Chris 
Blanchard's. On Tuesdays at 10.30.am in 
Brampton Abbotts at Marvin Bamforth's. 
( several places available ! ) Please contact 
Canon Chris Blanchard to join a group and for 
details about the venues. 

Lent Meditations Do join us at St Mary's on 
Wednesday mornings during Lent for a series 
of meditations and quiet prayer. The first 
session will be on Wednesday 21st February 
at 11 am. Further details from Freda on 
562366 

The next Play and Praise Session will take 
place on Saturday 10th March 10.30 -12.00. at 
St Mary's - Coffee , chat and and fun activities 
for young families. Anne Morris  

Coffee On A Tuesday on Tuesday 27th 
Feb  between 10.30 and midday St. Michael’s 
Church, Walford - Wendy Alston 
 
The Friends of St Mary’s are having a bridge 
afternoon on Thursday 8 March in the 
Church Hall.1.30pm for 2pm start .£7.50 each 
to include tea and cake. Prizes and raffle. 
Tickets from Sue Edwards 01989 769090 
07751693479 suee869@gmail.com Many 
thanks Regards Sue 

Coffee Morning Sat.3rd March at St Mary’s 
Church Hall 10.30-12 noon hosted by the 
Choir. Paul Mason 

                     SERVICES NEXT WEEK 
Thursday 1st March 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
Sunday 4th March 
8.00am   Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am   Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
9.30am   Morning Prayer - Walford 
11.15am  Café Church - Brampton Abbots 
School      

I’ve never been very keen on solo sports. At 
school, and ever since, if I could be 
persuaded into the sporting arena at all, I 
am at my happiest in team sports. That may 
have something to do with the fact that, 
not having been over-blessed with the 
athletic gene, being surrounded by others 
in the team environment gave me greater 
opportunity to hide my own ungainly 
incompetence. But it also had a lot to do 
with the fact that team games, whether as 
participant or spectator, gave me, and 
continue to give me, a much bigger ‘buzz’. 

Part of that ‘buzz’ can be attributed to the 
added dimension that teams provide in the 
interdependency of their members. One 
member excels but the whole team is lifted 
and all are encouraged to rise – just look at 
the well documented evidence of the 
difference one goal can make to the 
lacklustre performance of a football team. 
Similarly, if one member is having an ‘off’ 
day the rest of the team rally around. As St. 
Paul puts it, “If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it, if one member is 

The Rev’d Sarah Jones  |  01989 562175  |  sarah.jones@rawchurch.org.uk (not Tuesdays)  

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton  |  01600 890185 | simon.tarlton@gmail.com  (Mon, Tue, Thu, Sun) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  |  01989 762368  |  frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth  |  01989 562305  |  canonmarvin72@gmail.com (Thu-Sun) 
Team Administrator: Nick Richmond  |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

honoured all rejoice with it” (1 Cor 12:26). 

That same team ethos is at work and on 
display this weekend. Each of the stands 
represents one member of the team that 
we together represent – the Church, the 
Body of Christ, our Christian family and 
bond. And each is dependent upon the 
other, lifted up by the other and supporting 
of the other. The same goes for us as 
people too. Yes, we are individual, faithful 
servants of the Lord. But we are so very 
much more together, with constant 
concern for one another’s triumphs and 
tragedies. Together we are very much more 
than the sum of our constituent parts. 

And the best thing about our team? It has 
an infinite capacity for new members!  
 
Simon 

25th February 2018                              

2nd Sunday of Lent 
 
We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
by the prayer and discipline of Lent 
may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s 
sufferings, 
and by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Almighty God, 
you see that we have no power of ourselves 
to help ourselves: 
keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts which may assault 
and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Ian Holworthy and Cindy Trivett  

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading - Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 
LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I 
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 
blameless. 2And I will make my covenant 
between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.’ 3Then Abram fell on 
his face; and God said to him, 4‘As for me, this 
is my covenant with you: You shall be the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer 
shall your name be Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 
nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 
7I will establish my covenant between me and 
you, and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 
to be God to you and to your offspring after 
you. 

15God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, 
you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will 
give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall 
come from her.’  

 
Second Reading - Romans 4. 13-25 
13The promise that Abraham would inherit the 
world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 
the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; 
but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 

16For this reason it depends on faith, in order 
that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father 
of all of us, 17as it is written, ‘I have made you 
the father of many nations’). Abraham believed 
in the presence of the God who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do 
not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed 
that he would become ‘the father of many 
nations,’ according to what was said, ‘So 
numerous shall your descendants be.’ 19He did 
not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was already as good as dead 
(for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s 
womb. 20No distrust made him waver 
concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 
21being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith 
‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ 23Now 
the words, ‘it was reckoned to him,’ were 
written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours 
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in 
God who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 
25who was handed over to death for our 
trespasses and was raised for our justification.  

Palm Sunday to Easter Day. We need all sorts 
of helpers to make this a success, if you feel 
you could help us please contact Freda on 
562366. 
 
Paddle and Praise Monday 5th March. 
Contact Wendy Alston wraalston@gmail.com 
Paddle and Praise Plus date Friday 23rd 
March. Contact Wendy Alston 
wraalston@gmail.com 
 
St Mary's Flower Rota I am now compiling 
the flower rota from Easter to Lent 2019 
please contact me if you would like to be 
included.  Freda Tel. 562366  

St Mary’s is hosting the Women’s World Day 
of Prayer service on Friday 2nd March at 
11am. We will join an estimated 3 million 
people around the world that day in a service, 
which has been written by the women of 
Suriname, titled ‘All God’s Creation is Very 
Good’. The service has been translated into 
more than 95 languages as we are reminded 
that we have responsibilities in caring for this 
wonderful world we live in. This is not simply 
a day of prayer for women, but for everyone 
who cares about our world and those who live 
in it. You will be very welcome to join us. 
Margaret Mason 

Lent Lunches - Lent Lunches will be available 
on Wednesdays throughout Lent in St Mary's 
Hall from Midday until 1.30pm. The idea of a 
Lent lunch, or as they are sometimes known a 
Hunger Lunch, is that the money we would 
normally spend on lunch is given away to 
those in need. It is part of our observance of 
Lent and whilst there is no charge for the 
lunch we do ask that you donate generously. 
 
LENT GROUPS this year we have an exciting 
new study entitled 'Walking towards Glory', as 
we walk in the footsteps of Jesus to the Cross 
on a personal journey of faith. The course is 
being held throughout the Benefice beginning 
on 19 February as follows: 

Gospel Reading Mark 8.31-38 
31Jesus began to teach his disciples that the 
Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.’ 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and 
said to them, ‘If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will 
it profit them to gain the whole world and 
forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give 
in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the 
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.’  

 
NOTICES 
 

A Confirmation Service for the whole 
Benefice has been organised to take place on 
Sunday 20 May at 9.30am at St. Michael and 
All Angels Church, Walford. This is Pentecost 
Sunday and Bishop Richard has chosen this 
date himself  specially for those who would 
like to be confirmed by him this year. For 
more details please speak to Canon Chris 
Blanchard. A meeting of all those interested 
will be arranged in the near future. Chris 
Blanchard 

Easter Experience On Monday March 26th 
we will be welcoming primary school children 
to St Mary's to 'Experience Easter'. A project 
through which we aim to tell the Easter story 
using tableaux depicting Jesus' journey from 


