
SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth 
 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and The Rev’d Sarah 
Jones 
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke  
Choir Introit: A Lent Prose - v2 
Introit: 46 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Psalm: 25.1-9 
Grad: 134 Praise to you, O Christ our Saviour 
Offertory: 116 Be thou my guardian and my 
guide 
Com: Come down, O love divine - Harris 
Post Com: 498 Lord, thy church on earth is 
seeking 
Please join us for coffee after this service 
 
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
Hymn: 379 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
Hymn: 13 v 1 All for Jesus! All for Jesus! 
Hymn: 70 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my 
heart 
Hymn: 116 Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly 
Dove 

11.15am Baptism - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
   
11.15am Village Service  - Brampton Abbotts 
Village Hall 
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe and 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth  

 

                     SERVICES NEXT WEEK 
Thursday 22nd February 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
Sunday 25th February 
8.00am   Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am   All Age Eucharist  - Ross 
11.15am Family Communion - Walford 
4.00pm   Festival Choral Evensong - Ross          

details about the venues. 

Lent Meditations Do join us at St Mary's on 
Wednesday mornings during Lent for a series 
of meditations and quiet prayer. The first 
session will be on Wednesday 21st February 
at 11 am. Further details from Freda on 
562366 

The next Play and Praise Session will take 
place on Saturday 10th March 10.30 -12.00. at 
St Mary's - Coffee , chat and and fun activities 
for young families. Anne Morris  

100 Club The result of the last draw on 11 
February was 1st Clare Thomas (£70); 2nd 
Ruth Johnston (£20); 3rd Paul Eward (£10). 
Peter Raddenbury 

Coffee On A Tuesday on Tuesday 27th 
Feb  between 10.30 and midday St. Michael’s 
Church, Walford - Wendy Alston 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am not an Olympic fan but the big media 
news this week seems to have been the 
Winter Olympics, and I even found myself 
glued to the television for an hour and a 
half last Sunday watching the cross country 
skiing; twenty nine kilometers at minus 
sixteen up and down hills and dales and 
after seventy five minutes the difference 
between the first group was measured in 
seconds, but we had a winner because that 
is what competition is all about. 

My preferred big popular news was 
Pancake Racing. Up and down the country, 
whole villages, serious runners and “under 
4’s” (helped by Mum!!) flipped and tossed 
their frying pans as they raced each other. 
From the village of Olney to the family 
gathering in Merrivale Crescent we 
declared winners because that is what 
competition is all about. 

Now what about the Christian news for this 
week? Is Lent looked on as a competition? 
Do I hear conversations about “old so and 
so has given up “x”, but that’s not as hard  
as what “y” did last year”? A rubbish 
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conversation isn’t it? Our Lent is about 
helping each other look towards Easter and 
the gift of new life from Jesus. Our Christian 
“competition” is how to help each other 
across the finishing line all at the same 
time, all equal and all valued the same. 

So, if you want to see this in action then 
come next week to our Open Weekend. 
Twenty stalls spread out around the church 
building representing various organizations 
working towards building up our church 
family. No stars, none more important than 
the other, no winners, all just helping build 
up our common life. Now that really is the 
big news, that really is what we are all 
about! 

Colin 

18th February 2018                              

1st Sunday of Lent 
 
We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Heavenly Father, 
your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 
and grew closer to you in the desert: 
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom 
and prayer 
that we may witness to your saving love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord God, 
you have renewed us with the living bread 
from heaven; 
by it you nourish our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and strengthen our love: 
teach us always to hunger for him who is the 
true and living bread, 
and enable us to live by every word 
that proceeds from out of your mouth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Ian Holworthy and Cindy Trivett  

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading - Genesis 9.8-17 
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with 
him, 9‘ As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after 
you, 10 and with every living creature that is 
with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 
every animal of the earth with you, as many 
as came out of the ark. 11 I establish my 
covenant with you, that never again shall all 
flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and 
never again shall there be a flood to destroy 
the earth.’ 12 God said, ‘This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for 
all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in 
the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. 14 
When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember 
my covenant that is between me and you and 

every living creature of all flesh; and the waters 
shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will 
see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all 
flesh that is on the earth.’ 17 God said to Noah, 
‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all flesh that is on 
the earth.’ 

 
Second Reading - 1 Peter 3.18-22 
18 Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, 
but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he 
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 
prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you – not as a removal of dirt from 
the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 
the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him. 
 
Gospel Reading Mark 1.9-15 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10 And just as he was coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a 
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out 
into the wilderness. 13 He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and 
he was with the wild beasts; and the angels 
waited on him. 14 Now after John was arrested, 
Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, 15 and saying, ‘The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

Village Hall at 7.30pm and Walford APCM is 
Monday 30th April in St Michael’s Church at 
7.30pm. Please can you write your reports for 
the APCM now and e mail them to Nick in the 
office making clear which APCM it is for. The 
period for your report is for the calendar year 
1st January 2017 to 31st December 2017. 
Thank you, Sarah.   
 
Lent Lunches - Lent Lunches will be available 
on Wednesdays throughout Lent in St Mary's 
Hall from Midday until 1.30pm. The idea of a 
Lent lunch, or as they are sometimes known a 
Hunger Lunch, is that the money we would 
normally spend on lunch is given away to 
those in need. It is part of our observance of 
Lent and whilst there is no charge for the 
lunch we do ask that you donate generously. 
 
Open weekend at St. Mary's. 24th & 25th 
February Two days of celebration at St. Mary's 
showcasing all that we do and the changes we 
have made. Over 20 stalls displaying the work 
of our church community in all its varied ways 
with opportunities to see behind the scenes 
and join in. Including a concert with the 
wonderful 'Roaring Megs' and The Phoenix 
Singers on Saturday at 7.30pm and concluding 
with a celebratory 'come and sing' Evensong 
at 4.00pm on Sunday. 
10am to 4pm Saturday. 12 to 4pm Sunday. 
Tell your friends and families and join us.  

LENT GROUPS this year we have an exciting 
new study entitled 'Walking towards Glory', as 
we walk in the footsteps of Jesus to the Cross 
on a personal journey of faith. The course is 
being held throughout the Benefice beginning 
on 19 February as follows: 
On Mondays at 7.30pm in Ross at Pauline 
Leggate's, and at Paul and Margaret Mason's 
and at Margaret Clark's. 
On Tuesdays at 7.30.pm in Walford at Chris 
Blanchard's. On Tuesdays at 10.30.am in 
Brampton Abbotts at Marvin Bamforth's. 
( several places available ! ) Please contact 
Canon Chris Blanchard to join a group and for 

NOTICES 

 
A Confirmation Service for the whole 
Benefice has been organised to take place on 
Sunday 20 May at 9.30am at St. Michael and 
All Angels Church, Walford. This is Pentecost 
Sunday and Bishop Richard has chosen this 
date himself  specially for those who would 
like to be confirmed by him this year. For 
more details please speak to Canon Chris 
Blanchard. A meeting of all those interested 
will be arranged in the near future. Chris 
Blanchard 

Easter Experience On Monday March 26th 
we will be welcoming primary school children 
to St Mary's to 'Experience Easter'. A project 
through which we aim to tell the Easter story 
using tableaux depicting Jesus' journey from 
Palm Sunday to Easter Day. We need all sorts 
of helpers to make this a success, if you feel 
you could help us please contact Freda on 
562366. 
 
Paddle and Praise Monday 5th March. 
Contact Wendy Alston wraalston@gmail.com 
Paddle and Praise Plus date Friday 23rd 
March. Contact Wendy Alston 
wraalston@gmail.com 
 
St Mary's Flower Rota I am now compiling 
the flower rota from Easter to Lent 2019 
please contact me if you would like to be 
included.  Freda Tel. 562366  

Bigger than Dreams- a concert of Christian 
music by April Shipton in the Baptist Church, 
Monday 19th February, 7.30pm. Admission 
Free.  April writes & performs her own music, 
which has been broadcast. She designed the 
posters for our Christmas Tree Festival. Val 
Allen 
 

APCMs Ross APCM is on Wednesday 18th 
April, 7.30pm at St Mary’s Hall, Brampton 
Abbotts APCM is Thursday 19th April at BA 


