
SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and the Rev’d Canon 
Chris Blanchard 
Sunday Kids runs during this service 
Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone  
Introit: 96 Brightest and best of the sons of 
the morning 
Psalm: 72.10-15 
Gradual: 95 Bethlehem , what greater city 
can in fame with you compare 
Offertory: 94 As with gladness, men of old 
Communion: No Small Wonder - Edwards 
Post Com: 90 Who would think that what 
was needed 

9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford 
Canon Freda Davies 
Hymn: 49 As with gladness men of old 
Hymn: 552 O worship the Lord 
Hymn: 152 Earth has many a noble city 
Hymn: 85 Brightest and best of the sons of 
the morning 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
School 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth and The 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 

 
 
 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 11th January 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 14th January 
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am Family Service - Walford 
4.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you fancy being a Trip Advisor for 
Jesus? 

I must admit it’s not a phrase I instinctively 
feel at ease with, but let me explain why I ask. 

I’m told that when we book holidays, we no 
longer take much notice of brochures issued 
by travel agents or holiday companies. 

What persuades us to opt for a particular 
holiday destination is much more likely to be 
what other holiday makers have written on 
Trip Advisor. 

In other words, it is the personal experience 
of fellow travellers which is compelling, rather 
than the “they would say that wouldn’t they” 
sales talk of the professionals. 

Similarly, there is some evidence that 
exploration of the Christian faith is more likely 
to be encouraged by the witness of lay 
Christians rather than by the “they would say 
that wouldn’t they” talk of professionals – 
people like me. 

Apparently 67% of the population in this 
country know a practising Christian. I imagine 

The Rev’d Sarah Jones  |  01989 562175  |  sarah.jones@rawchurch.org.uk (not Tuesdays)  

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton  |  01600 890185 | simon.tarlton@gmail.com  (Mon, Tue, Thu, Sun) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  |  01989 762368  |  frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth  |  01989 562305  |  canonmarvin72@gmail.com (Thu-Sun) 
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it’s a greater percentage in this diocese, given 
the very small population in most of our 
communities. 

But only 1% of the population know a church 
leader - a vicar, minister or whatever. Again, 
the percentage would be higher in the small 
communities of Herefordshire and 
Shropshire, but the point is still valid. 

If the Christian good news is going to be 
passed on afresh in today’s generation, it is 
lay Christians who are the crucial people to 
enable this to happen. 

It’s when Lucy from Ludlow and Barry from 
Bridgnorth are prepared to commend the 
good news of Jesus Christ by what they say 
and what they do that spiritual and numerical 
growth become possible. 

What would you write if you were asked to be 
a Trip Advisor for Jesus? 

Bishop Richard 

7th January 2018                              

Epiphany 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 

Newsletter The Benefice of Ross  
with Walford  

and  

Brampton  
Abbotts 

rawchurch.org.uk 



TODAY’S COLLECT 
Creator of the heavens, 
who led the Magi by a star 
to worship the Christ-child: 
guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey’s end 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord God, 
the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have been 
drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 
the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND 
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES: Lydia Cole , 
Dorothy Smith and Harold Beaumont 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading - Isaiah 60.1-6                                          
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,  
and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their 
nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be 
brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 

Second Reading - Ephesians 3.1-12 
I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the 
sake of you Gentiles - 2 for surely you have 
already heard of the commission of God’s 
grace that was given me for you, 3 and how 
the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 
a reading of which will enable you to 
perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery 
was not made known to humankind, as it has 
now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles 
have become fellow-heirs, members of the 
same body, and sharers in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

7 Of this gospel I have become a servant 
according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given me by the working of his power. 8 
Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given to me to bring to the 
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, 9 and to make everyone see what is 
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 
God who created all things; 10 so that 
through the church the wisdom of God in its 
rich variety might now be made known to 
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11 This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have 
access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. 
 
Gospel Reading Matthew 2.1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 2 ‘Where 
is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 
and have come to pay him homage.’ 3 When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the 

Wednesday 7th February 7-9pm in St Mary’s 
Church Hall - booking essential on 0845 
6060654. Nick Richmond   

Spring cleaning St Mary’s Church Now that 
the dust has settled after the building work, 
we need to give the church a thorough clean. 
There will therefore be a big cleaning session 
on Saturday 13 January from 9 a.m. to noon. 
All welcome! Janet  

Sunday 14th January at St Mary’s 
Next Sunday, St Mary’s welcomes the Light 
Infantry and Rifles Association to the 9.30am 
service. We shall be dedicating their new 
Standard during the service. Sarah

Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, ‘In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 
by the prophet: 

6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is 
to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 7 Then Herod 
secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9 
When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that 
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. 10 When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 

 

NOTICES 

BBC Documentary BBC Two are screening a 
documentary entitled ‘A Vicar’s Life’ which is 
based in Hereford Diocese. It starts at 8.30pm 
on Friday 12th January and follows 4 Clergy 
for 6 months over 6 Episodes. Sarah 

Choral Evensong at Hereford Cathedral BBC 
Radio 3 are broadcasting Choral Evensong 
from Hereford Cathedral on Wednesday 10th 
Janaury. All are welcome to attend in person 
and will need to be be seated by 3.15pm. 
Sarah 

British Heart Foundation Herefordshire 
Heartstart are running a free two hour course 
teaching ’simple skills to save lives’ on 


