
SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 

9.30am  All Age Worship - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and Canon Freda 
Davies 
Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: We wait for thy loving kindness, O 
God- McKie 
Gradual: 638 Give Me Joy In My Heart 
Offertory: 113 When candles are lighted on 
Candelmas Day 
Communion: Nunc Dimittis - Dyson in F 
Post Comm:  808 This little light of mine 
Please join us for coffee in St Mary’s hall after 
this service 
 
11.15am Family Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The 
Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
Hymn: 574 Purify my heart 
Hymn: 966 Glory to God ( Peruvian Gloria) 
Hymn: 8 v 1 Alleluia! Alleluia! Give thanks to 
the risen Lord    
Hymn: 438 Make way, make way, for Christ 
the King 
Hymn: 67 Be still, for the presence of the 
Lord - during communion 
Hymn: 157 Faithful virgil ended 

   
4.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth  
Introit: O nata lux - Tallis 
Hymn: 110 Hail to the Lord who comes 
Responses: Clucas 
Psalm: 24.7-10 
Hymn: 317 Virgin born, we bow before thee 
Canticles: Wood in D 
Anthem: When to the Temple - Eccard 
Hymn: 113 When candles were lighted on 
Candlemas Day 

 

 

March. Contact Wendy Alston 
wraalston@gmail.com 
 
St Mary’s Pews We hope that we will be 
pressing on with the removal of the remaining 
pews by the end of the year. There has been 
considerable interest in homing the pews (8 
already reserved). If you’d like one, or know 
of anyone interested it would be worth 
having a word with Mark Sanderson before 
too long to avoid disappointment. They are 
being sold for £150 each. Mark 

Coffee Morning The first monthly coffee 
morning of 2018 in St Mary’s Hall is on 
Saturday 3rd February 10.30am to 12 noon 
and will be hosted by the Berkeley Mews 
Bible Study group. Do come and enjoy good 
coffee and good company. Details from 
Margaret Mason 

Prayers for St Mary's is being held in St 
Mary’s at noon on the first Monday of each 
month for 15 to 20 minutes. 5th of February is 
the next date. Janet Cooper  
 
APCMs Ross APCM is on Wednesday 18th 
April, 7.30pm at St Mary’s Hall, Brampton 
Abbotts APCM is Thursday 19th April at BA 
Village Hall at 7.30pm and Walford APCM is 
Monday 30th April in St Michael’s Church at 
7.30pm. Please can you write your reports 
now and e mail them to Nick in the office 
making clear which APCM it is for. The period 
for your report is for the calendar year 1st 
January 2017 to 31st December 2017. Thank 
you, Sarah.   

                     SERVICES NEXT WEEK 
Thursday 1st February 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
Sunday 4th February 
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford 
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts  
School           

Whilst stowing the Christmas decorations in 
our loft, I came across a folder of letters and 
documents from the past that needed 
drastic sorting. There was also my 
secondary school report book that told the 
world that I was consistently ‘weak’ in Art 
and Handicraft and ‘uncoordinated’ in PE. 
There were brighter comments but my 
practical shortcomings have left me with 
lifelong insecurities. It is strange how just a 
few words, often superficially spoken or 
written in a mechanical way, and with little 
thought of how they might affect student’s 
lives, can be damaging, as many current 
users of social media know to their cost. 

Think of the Presentation of Christ when 
Mary and Joseph took the young Jesus to 
the Temple. They were expecting a fairly 
normal service of thanksgiving and blessing. 
This was important for themselves as a 
family, but one of many such routine 
services held day by day as part of the 
Temple work. For them, and for us, the 
ceremony was certainly not a mundane 
mumbling of well-known words. 
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Instead, it was a trenchant foretelling of 
what was to be.  Simeon the priest was so 
sure that the baby he was blessing was ‘The 
Messiah,’ and the agent of God’s salvation. 
For Anna this child was to be a means of 
‘redemption for the oppressed people of 
Jerusalem’.  

They must have been mystifying prophecies 
for Mary and Joseph. However, unlike the 
words in my report, or oft-repeated liturgy, 
these words were not mechanically 
formulated or delivered from some sort of 
tick box source but they were from the 
heart. For Mary and Joseph, they must have 
caused much concern – what was this baby 
to become?  

Millennia later we have the Gospel report. 
Unlike our reports, there were, thank God, 
no weaknesses. 

Derek 

28th January 2018                              

Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
(Candlemas)  
We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
light of the nations and glory of Israel: 
make your home among us, 
and present us pure and holy 
to your heavenly Father, 
your God, and our God. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and 
Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, who have received these gifts 
beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes 
to bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
All Amen. 
 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND 
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Mrs Winifred Birt 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading - Malachi 3.1-5 
Thus says the Lord God: 1 See, I am sending 
my messenger to prepare the way before me, 
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight – indeed, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who 
can endure the day of his coming, and who 
can stand when he appears? For he is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and 
as in former years. 

5 Then I will draw near to you for judgement; 
I will be swift to bear witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against 
those who swear falsely, against those who 

oppress the hired workers in their wages, the 
widow, and the orphan, against those who 
thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says 
the LORD of hosts. 
 
Second Reading - Hebrews 2.14-18 
14 Since the children share flesh and blood, 
Jesus himself likewise shared the same things, 
so that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
15 and free those who all their lives were held 
in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear 
that he did not come to help angels, but the 
descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had 
to become like his brothers and sisters in every 
respect, so that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of 
the people. 18 Because he himself was tested 
by what he suffered, he is able to help those 
who are being tested. 
 
Gospel Reading Luke 2.22-40 
22 When the time came for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, Mary and 
Joseph brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord. 23 (as it is written in 
the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24 and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 
the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or 
two young pigeons.’ 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 
was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying, 29 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, 31 which you have 

Benefice has been organised to take place on 
Sunday 20 May at 9.30am at St. Michael and 
All Angels Church, Walford. This is Pentecost 
Sunday and Bishop Richard has chosen this 
date himself  specially for those who would 
like to be confirmed by him this year. For 
more details please speak to Canon Chris 
Blanchard. A meeting of all those interested 
will be arranged in the near future. Chris 
Blanchard 

St Mary’s History – The church history in the 
white folder at the back of St Mary’s, offered 
as a consultative guide for visitors, has been 
updated to reflect recent changes in the 
building. This document was originally put 
together by John Tarrant in the 1990s drawing 
on material from a variety of sources. You 
may like to know that you can find this on the 
website on the St Mary’s Church page. It 
remains a “work in progress” and will 
continue to be updated – Mark Sanderson 

Licensing of Christine as the 
Intergenerational Missioner  
The Bishop of Hereford will licence Christine 
Cattanach as our Intergenerational Missioner 
at the 9.30am service at St Mary’s, Ross on 
Sunday 11th February. This will be a very 
special event and it would be super if as many 
people as possible can attend. Sarah 

Easter Experience On Monday March 26th 
we will be welcoming primary school children 
to St Mary's to 'Experience Easter'. A project 
through which we aim to tell the Easter story 
using tableaux depicting Jesus' journey from 
Palm Sunday to Easter Day. We need all sorts 
of helpers to make this a success, if you feel 
you could help us please contact Freda on 
562366. 
 
Paddle and Praise dates Monday 12th 
Feb and Monday 5th March. Contact Wendy 
Alston wraalston@gmail.com 

Paddle and Praise Plus date Friday 23rd 

prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 
glory to your people Israel.’ 

33 And the child’s father and mother were 
amazed at what was being said about him. 34 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 
mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and 
a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 37 
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshipped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At 
that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When they had finished everything 
required by the law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 
The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

 
NOTICES 
British Heart Foundation Herefordshire 
Heartstart are running a free two hour course 
teaching ’simple skills to save lives’ on 
Wednesday 7th February 7-9pm in St Mary’s 
Church Hall - booking essential on 0845 
6060654. Nick Richmond   

Marvin and Sue welcome you to have a 
coffee and hear him present an illustrated talk 
about his recent month in Uganda in 
connection with the education charity for 
which they fund-raise and help to 
coordinate. Thursday Feb 1st from 10.30 until 
Noon in St Marys Church Hall.   Please do 
come along.  

A Confirmation Service for the whole 


