
SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth and The 
Rev’d Sarah Jones 
Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening  
Introit: 448 I come with joy, a child of God 
Psalm: 139.1-5, 12-18 
Gradual: 193 All heaven declares the glory of 
the risen Lord 
Offertory: 621 Dear Lord and Father of 
mankind 
Communion: A Prayer of St Richard of   
 Chichester - Archer 
Post Com: 494 I, the Lord of sea and sky 

 
9.30am Family Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The 
Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
Hymn: 752 Will you come and follow me 
Hymn: 915 Who put the colours in the 
rainbow 
Hymn: 819 He’s got the whole world in his 
hand 
Hymn: 332 I, the Lord of sea and sky 
 

4.00pm Choral Evensong  - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
Hymn: 713 Lord of all hopefulness 
Responses: Oxley 
Psalm: 139.1-5, 12-18 
Hymn: 103 O worship the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness 
Canticles: Walmisley in D minor 
Anthem: The Lamb - Tavener 
Hymn: 476 Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go 

 

 
 

 

 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity runs 
from Thursday 18th January to Thursday 25th 
January. As usual Churches Together in Ross 
and District are holding 15 mins of prayer at 
12 noon each weekday. The locations are 
Thursday 18th Quaker Meeting House,  
Friday 19th Ross Baptist Church,  
Saturday 20th Christchurch,  
Monday 22nd New Life Church at Red House, 
Palmerstone Road,  
Tuesday 23rd Ross Baptist Church, 
Wednesday 24th St Mary’s,  
Thursday 25th St Frances of Rome 

On Sunday 21st there will be a Bring & Share 
lunch at 1pm at The Venue, Hill Street (the old 
Y-Zone) followed by a short joint service. Do 
come if you can. Sarah 

Licensing of Christine as the 
Intergenerational Missioner  
The Bishop of Hereford will licence Christine 
Cattanach as our Intergenerational Missioner 
at the 9.30am service at St Mary’s, Ross on 
Sunday 11th February. This will be a very 
special event and it would be super if as many 
people as possible can attend. Sarah 

 

 

 

                 SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 18th January 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 21st January 
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts 
Village Hall 

 

Many of you reading this article will know that 
recently I was in Uganda for 4 weeks checking 
on an education charity project for which Sue 
and myself raise funds and help to 
coordinate.  Please come along on February 
1st to St Marys Hall at around 10.30am when I 
will give an illustrated ‘Report’ on this visit.   I 
am deeply grateful by the kindness of local 
folk in making contact with Sue during my 4 
weeks away – “Thank You” all so much – bless 
you. 

On returning from these periodic visits to 
Uganda it takes me a while to assimilate 
myself back in to English society!   But one 
vitally important part of helping me when I 
am home is to remind myself to be 
THANKFUL.     In Uganda I travelled on roads 
that do not really deserve the name.  I took 
great care to drink only bottled water (making 
sure the cap was still sealed).   I had cause to 
visit a local Health Centre for treatment and 
found myself queuing with people there who 
had all manner of illnesses. I visited all the 
schools and colleges we work with and saw 
students and teachers struggling through a 
lack of resources – either in the classroom or 
personally.  I had several conversations 
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concerning the terrible prejudice and harm 
meted out by the state and church towards 
LGBT people in Uganda.    I met people whose 
relatives had died of starvation last 
Springtime because the rains had failed soon 
after the regular planting-season.     I talked 
with several church leaders who are deeply 
concerned about the lack of good-governance 
in their country.  I was frustrated in our office 
by the interruption to the electricity supply – 
just when I was on the office computer or 
whatever!    And yet everyone has a happy, 
smiling, face and they cope with problems 
that would ‘sink’ me! 

So – during this first week of a New Year I 
have reminded myself that I need to be far 
more thankful for so many blessings in my 
life!  I know we have all kinds of problems in 
our own country but we are truly blessed – 
and when we nurture a spirit of thankfulness 
it can help us to keep things in perspective. 

Marvin 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Eternal Lord                                                        
Our beginning and our end: 
bring us with the whole creation 
to your glory, hidden through past ages 
and made known 
in Jesus Christ our Lord 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of glory,  
you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world 
we ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND 
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Mrs Lily Smallwood 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading - 1 Samuel 3.1-20 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the 
LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was 
rare in those days; visions were not 
widespread. 

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun 
to grow dim so that he could not see, was 
lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had 
not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down 
in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of 
God was. 4 Then the LORD called, ‘Samuel! 
Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ 5 and ran to 
Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ 
But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So 
he went and lay down. 6 The LORD called 
again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to 
Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ 
But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.’ 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the 
LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet 
been revealed to him. 8 The LORD called 
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and 
went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called 
me.’ Then Eli perceived that the LORD was 

calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, 
you shall say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant 
is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down 
in his place. 

10 Now the LORD came and stood there, 
calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And 
Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is 
listening.’ 11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, 
‘See, I am about to do something in Israel 
that will make both ears of anyone who 
hears of it tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfil 
against Eli all that I have spoken concerning 
his house, from beginning to end. 13 For I 
have told him that I am about to punish his 
house for ever, for the iniquity that he knew, 
because his sons were blaspheming God, and 
he did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I 
swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of 
Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice 
or offering for ever.’ 

15 Samuel lay there until morning; then he 
opened the doors of the house of the LORD. 
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 
But Eli called Samuel and said, ‘Samuel, my 
son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ 17 Eli said, ‘What 
was it that he told you? Do not hide it from 
me. May God do so to you and more also, if 
you hide anything from me of all that he told 
you.’ 18 So Samuel told him everything and 
hid nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is the 
LORD; let him do what seems good to him.’ 

19 As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with 
him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-
sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy 
prophet of the LORD. 
 
Second Reading - Revelation 5.1-10 
I saw in the right hand of the one seated on 
the throne a scroll written on the inside and 
on the back, sealed with seven seals; 2 and I 
saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the scroll and 

deceit!’ 48 Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did 
you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I 
saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.’ 49 Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the 
Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 50 
Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I 
told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You 
will see greater things than these.’ 51 And he 
said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.’ 

NOTICES 

BBC Documentary BBC Two are screening a 
documentary entitled ‘A Vicar’s Life’ which is 
based in Hereford Diocese. It starts at 8.30pm 
on Friday 12th January and follows 4 Clergy 
for 6 months over 6 Episodes. Sarah 

British Heart Foundation Herefordshire 
Heartstart are running a free two hour course 
teaching ’simple skills to save lives’ on 
Wednesday 7th February 7-9pm in St Mary’s 
Church Hall - booking essential on 0845 
6060654. Nick Richmond   

Marvin and Sue welcome you to have a 
coffee and hear him present an illustrated talk 
about his recent month in Uganda in 
connection with the education charity for 
which they fund-raise and help to 
coordinate. Thursday Feb 1st from 10.30 until 
Noon in St Marys Church Hall.   Please do 
come along.  

Contemplative Prayer Group Due to 
unforeseen circumstances the Contemplative 
Prayer Group will not be meeting in January - 
Freda. 

break its seals?’ 3 And no one in heaven or on 
earth or under the earth was able to open the 
scroll or to look into it. 4 And I began to weep 
bitterly because no one was found worthy to 
open the scroll or to look into it. 5 Then one of 
the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has conquered, so that he can open the scroll 
and its seven seals.’ 

6 Then I saw between the throne and the four 
living creatures and among the elders a Lamb 
standing as if it had been slaughtered, having 
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
7 He went and took the scroll from the right 
hand of the one who was seated on the 
throne. 8 When he had taken the scroll, the 
four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a 
harp and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints. 9 They sing a 
new song:  
‘You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, 
for you were slaughtered and by your blood 
you ransomed for God 
saints from every tribe and language and 
people and nation; 
10 you have made them to be a kingdom and 
priests serving our God, 
and they will reign on earth.’ 
 
Gospel Reading John 1.43-51 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 
He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, ‘We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 46 
Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, 
‘Come and see.’ 47 When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, 
‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 


