
SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and Dr Derek 
Glover 
Introit: 38 Once in Royal David’s city  
Gradual: 28 Joy to the world  
Offertory: 26 In the bleak midwinter 
Post Communion: 41 See amid the 
winter’s snow  
The choir is on vacation today 
 

9.30am Parish Communion - Walford                  
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard                                                         
Hymn: 597 Silent night 
Hymn: 182 For Mary, mother of our 
Lord 
Hymn: 700 Unto us a boy is born 
Hymn: 370 Joy to the world 

 

                                            

                      SERVICES NEXT WEEK      

                      Thursday 4th January 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

                        Sunday 7th January 

8.00am Holy Communion            Ross        
9.30am Sung Eucharist        Ross     
9.30am    Morning Prayer           Walford     
11.15am  Café Church             Brampton 
Abbotts School 
                                            

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The gracious gift of this New Year 

Often at Christmas a line or an image will 
capture my imagination. This year it was 
both. The  line ended an ancient Christmas 
hymn of praise: “The gracious gift of this 
New Year”.  
 
The hymn was composed in 1567 and I was 
inspired by the thought of Christians 
through the centuries praising God for the 
gift of each New Year. I set me wondering 
about how I could approach New Year 
differently:  less as a duty time to book into 
Slimming World, time to return to work to a 
scarily overfull diary, the start of a blah cold 
month with nothing much to look forward 
to, but as a gift from God… 
 

The gift of the New Year: perhaps a gift 
simply of life and of putting my hand into 
Christ’s hand as I live it. The hymn puts it: “I 
shall rock thee in my heart, and nevermore 
from thee depart”.  
 

The Rev’d Sarah Jones  |  01989 562175  |  sarah.jones@rawchurch.org.uk (not Tuesdays)  

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton  |  01600 890185 | simon.tarlton@gmail.com  (Mon, Tue, Thu, Sun) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  |  01989 762368  |  frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth  |  01989 562305  |  canonmarvin72@gmail.com (Thu-Sun) 
Team Administrator: Nick Richmond  |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

 
Maybe a time to heal or be healed; to 
forgive or be forgiven. A time to love and to 
remember. A time to deepen in faith and to 
pass on the life-giving, world-changing love 
of God to new generations. 

The image was also a gift, captured in the 
Christmas reading of Isaiah 11; 1-9: the 
world as God longs for it to be – a true 
Christ-shaped, life-giving gift to live out in 
our nation and world in 2018 and each New 
Year to come.   

Caroline Pascoe  

31st December 2017                              

1st Sunday of Christmas 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 

Newsletter The Benefice of Ross  
with Walford  

and  

Brampton  
Abbotts 

rawchurch.org.uk 

We remember those who have died: 
Lydia Cole 
Mabel Tuckwell 



TODAY’S COLLECT                                                                             
                                                                                 
Almighty God, 
who wonderfully created us in your 
own image 
and yet more wonderfully restored us 
through your Son Jesus Christ: 
grant that, as he came to share in our 
humanity, 
so we may share the life of his divinity; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth 
the life of an earthly home: 
help your Church to live as one family, 
united in love and obedience, 
and bring us all at last to our home in 
heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading - Isiah 61.10-62.3                                      
                                                                                
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my 
whole being shall exult in my God; for 
he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he has covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decks himself with a garland, and as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its 
shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD 
will cause righteousness and praise to 
spring up before all the nations. 

1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the 
dawn, and her salvation like a burning 
torch. 
2 The nations shall see your 
vindication, 
and all the kings your glory; and you 
shall be called by a new name that the 
mouth of the LORD will give. 
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the 
hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem 
in the hand of your God. 
 

Second Reading - Galatians 4.4-7 
 
4 When the fullness of time had come, 
God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 5 in order to 
redeem those who were under the 
law, so that we might receive adoption 
as children. 6 And because you are 
children, God has sent the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ 7 So you are no longer a slave 
but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 

Gospel Reading Luke 2.15-21 
 
15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, ‘Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ 16 So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17 When 
they saw this, they made known what 
had been told them about this child; 

Church community and I promise not to 
book four baptisms on the same day 
again ! A happy New Year to all. Nick 
Richmond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19 But 
Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

21 After eight days had passed, it was 
time to circumcise the child; and he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the 
angel before he was conceived in the 
womb. 

 

 

NOTICES 

Thank you  
Thank you to everyone who decorated 
St Mary’s and St Michael’s for Christmas 
this year. Both churches 
always look splendid and your work and 
skill greatly add to our celebration 
of Christmas. Sarah  
 

Spring cleaning St Mary’s Church Now 
that the dust has settled after the 
building work, we need to give the 
church a thorough clean. There will 
therefore be a big cleaning session on 
Saturday 13 January from 9 a.m. to 
noon. All welcome! Janet  
 

Thank you to Sarah, the team of 
ministers and the wider Church 
community for supporting me in my 
first 6 months as administrator. I am 
enjoying the role and being part of the 


