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SERVICES TODAY 

11.30pm First Eucharist of Christmas  - Ross  
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and The Rev’d Simon 
Tarlton - Hymns from Carols for Christmas 
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke  
Procession: 27 It came upon the midnight 
clear 
Hymn: 43 Silent night, holy night 
Gradual: 54 (t AM 89ii))  While shepherds 
watched 
Offertory: 16 God rest you merry, gentlemen 
Communion: Angel’s Carol - John Rutter 
Post Communion: 35 O come, all ye faithful 

 
11.30pm First Eucharist of Christmas - 
Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
Hymn: 266 Hark, the herald angels sing 
Hymn: 508  O little town of Bethlehem 
Hymn: 701 Virgin born, we bow before thee 
Hymn: 479 O Come all ye faithful 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth 
 

9.30am  All Age Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and The Rev’d Sarah 
Jones - Hymns from Carols for Christmas 
Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Hymn: 35 O come all ye faithful 
Hymn: 41 See amid the winter’s snow 
Every star shall sing a carol (See opposite) 
Communion: Sans Day Carol - John Rutter 
Hymn: 20 Hark the herald angels sing 
 

9.30am Family Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 
Hymn: 479 O come all ye faithful 
Hymn: 776 Away in a manger 
Hymn: 597 Silent night 
Hymn: 326 In the bleak mid-winter 

 
                                                        
 

 

 

 

Every Star Shall Sing A Carol – Christmas Day 

 

Every star shall sing a carol 
Every creature, high or low, 
Come and praise the King of Heaven  
By whatever name you know. 

God above, man below. 
Holy is the name I know.  

When the king of all creation  
Had a cradle on the earth,  
Holy was the human body,  
Holy was the human birth 

Who can tell what other cradle,  
High above the milky way 
Still may rock the King of Heaven  
On another Christmas Day? 

Who can count how many crosses, 
Still to come or long ago,  
Crucify the King of Heaven?  
Holy is the name I know. 

Who can tell what other body 
He will hallow for His own?  
I will praise the son of Mary, 
Brother of my blood and bone. 

Every star and every planet 
Every creature high and low, 
Come and praise the King of Heaven 
By whatever name you know. 

Sydney Carter 
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It’s Christmas!  

The 17th Century poet Richard Crashaw wrote 
the following lines in his collection ‘Steps to 
the Temple’ which was published in 1648. 

Welcome all wonders in one sight! 
Eternity shut in a span. 
Summer in winter, Day in night, 
Heaven in earth, and God in man.  
Great little one whose all-embracing birth 
brings earth to heaven, 
stoops heaven to earth. 
 
Those lines never fail to take my breath away. 
God being born amongst us IS a wonder. We 
shouldn’t expect to understand it totally. As 
Kallistos Ware writes in his book ‘The 
Orthodox Way’, God is not so much the object 
of our knowledge as the cause of our wonder’. 
The 1970s pop group Slade have their own 
view on Christmas.  

So here it is Merry Christmas,  
everybody’s having fun.  
Look to the future now,  
It’s only just begun. 

The Rev’d Sarah Jones  |  01989 562175  |  sarah.jones@rawchurch.org.uk (not Tuesdays)  

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton  |  01600 890185 | simon.tarlton@gmail.com  (Mon, Tue, Thu, Sun) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  |  01989 762368  |  frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth  |  01989 562305  |  canonmarvin72@gmail.com (Thu-Sun)  
Team Administrator: Nick Richmond  |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

This is more theological than you might think. 
Christmas isn’t just an event - it’s a process. 
By being born on earth, Jesus sets in motion a 
whole new chapter in the history of creation. 
God has done a new thing and the 
repercussions are endless.  
 
I used to think that John Lennon and Yoko 
Ono’s song Happy Christmas (War is Over), 
had a rather impolite line in it. 

So this is Christmas, 
and what have you done? 
Another year over 
and a new one just begun. 

How rude to ask ‘and what have you done?’! 
And yet I think they are right. Faced with the 
wonder of God’s love, we have to DO 
something. If Christmas doesn’t change us, 
we have somewhat missed the point. We 
should ask ourselves, what will we change 
about ourselves in the year ahead. 

I wish you a good Christmas and a new New 
Year!  
Sarah 

25th  December 2017                              

Christmas Day 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT                                                                             
                                                                                 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem 
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven 
touching earth: 
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you,  
our Saviour and our eternal God. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

God our Father, 
whose Word has come among us 
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts 
and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord. 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading - Isaiah 9.2-7   
2 The people who walked in darkness  
have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness –  
on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Second Reading - Titus 2.11-14 
11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation to all, 12 training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the 
present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we 
wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity and purify for himself a 
people of his own who are zealous for good 
deeds. 
 
Gospel Reading Luke 2.1-14 915-20) 
In those days a decree went out from 
Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2 This was the first registration 
and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of 
David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. 6 While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn. 

8 In that region there were shepherds living 
in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see – I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 
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Commissioners (50%). Christine will join us in 
January 2018. Sarah 

Epiphany Party Tickets are now available 
from Margaret Mason for the Epiphany Party 
on 6th January at 7 pm in St Mary's Hall. Do 
come to welcome back the Travelling Crib 
Figures and hear something about their 
journey around the parishes. Tickets £5 each 
to include Pizza and other refreshment. 
Further details from Margaret Mason. 
 
Christe Salve Replacement CDs  A few people 
have told me that their copy of this Christmas 
CD the St Mary’s choir made in 2002 is no 
longer working (we’re flattered you’re still 
listening!). I’ve made some replacement 
copies that you’ll find at the back of St Mary’s; 
please help yourself. If you weren’t around 
then and would like a copy, again please help 
yourself. If you feel like making a donation via 
the safe by the north door that would be 
lovely. Alternatively you’ll find many of the 
tracks on our music website at 
stmarysmusic.org - Mark  
 
Cards for the Congregation. We could not 
make our usual arrangements this year but 
any cards to all our St. Mary’s friends, with a 
donation to our own charities, may be left by 
the monuments and I will display them until 
Epiphany. Best wishes, Derek 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13 And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he 
favours!’ 

15 When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.’ 16 So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18 and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 
 
NOTICES                                                        

Coffee Rota at St Mary’s In December I shall 
be preparing the rota for March 2018 - Feb 
2019. Several people have dropped out so I 
would be very grateful if some new people 
would volunteer. It only involves three or four 
Sundays a year. Many thanks. Sue Edwards 
01989 769090 suee869@gmail.com 

Shoebox appeal 2017 update.                     
6883 shoeboxes from the Hereford area are 
on their way to Romania. A huge thank you 
from the Hereford Shoebox Team for all your 
support. Tina Raddenbury 

Intergenerational Missioner I am delighted to 
let you know that we appointed Christine 
Cattanach as our Intergenerational Missioner 
to be based at St Mary’s in Ross. This post is 
for 5 years and is funded by St Mary’s (25%), 
Hereford Diocese (25%) and the Church 


