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SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth 

9.30am  All Age Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and The Rev’d Sarah 
Jones - Hymns from Ancient & Modern 
Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Advent Prose - verse 4 
Introit: 38 Hark a Thrilling Voice is Sounding  
Gradual: 57 Ye Servants of the Lord  
Offertory: 42 Christ be our light  
Communion: A maiden most gentle - Andrew 
Carter 
Post Communion: We are waiting (Sheet) 
 
11.15am Family Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
 
4.00pm Crib Service - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and The Rev’d Simon 
Tarlton 
See separate order of service 

4.00pm Nativity Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 
See separate order of service 

11.30pm First Eucharist of Christmas  - Ross  
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and The Rev’d Simon 
Tarlton - Hymns from Carols for Christmas 
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke  
Procession: 27 It came upon the midnight 
clear 
Hymn: 43 Silent night, holy night 
Gradual: 54 (t AM 89ii))  While shepherds 
watched 
Offertory: 16 God rest you merry, gentlemen 
Communion: Angel’s Carol - John Rutter 
Post Communion: 35 O come, all ye faithful 

 
11.30pm First Eucharist of Christmas - 
Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
 

                

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
   CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth 
 

9.30am  All Age Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and The Rev’d Sarah 
Jones - Hymns from Carols for Christmas 
Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Hymn: 35 O come all ye faithful 
Hymn: 41 See amid the winter’s snow 
Every star shall sing a carol (Sheet) 
Communion: Sans Day Carol - John Rutter 
Hymn: 20 Hark the herald angels sing 
 

9.30am Family Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 
Hymn: 479 O come all ye faithful 
Hymn: 776 Away in a manger 
Hymn: 597 Silent night 
Hymn: 326 In the bleak mid-winter 

 

 
 
                    SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 28th December 
10.00am Holy Communion Ross 

Sunday 31st  December  
8.00am  Holy Communion Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist        Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion  Walford 
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It’s almost Christmas!  

The 17th Century poet Richard Crashaw wrote 
the following lines in his collection ‘Steps to 
the Temple’ which was published in 1648. 

Welcome all wonders in one sight! 
Eternity shut in a span. 
Summer in winter, Day in night, 
Heaven in earth, and God in man.  
Great little one whose all-embracing birth 
brings earth to heaven, 
stoops heaven to earth. 
 
Those lines never fail to take my breath away. 
God being born amongst us IS a wonder. We 
shouldn’t expect to understand it totally. As 
Kallistos Ware writes in his book ‘The 
Orthodox Way’, God is not so much the object 
of our knowledge as the cause of our wonder’. 
The 1970s pop group Slade have their own 
view on Christmas.  

So here it is Merry Christmas,  
everybody’s having fun.  
Look to the future now,  
It’s only just begun. 

The Rev’d Sarah Jones  |  01989 562175  |  sarah.jones@rawchurch.org.uk (not Tuesdays)  

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton  |  01600 890185 | simon.tarlton@gmail.com  (Mon, Tue, Thu, Sun) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  |  01989 762368  |  frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth  |  01989 562305  |  canonmarvin72@gmail.com (Thu-Sun)  
Team Administrator: Nick Richmond  |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

This is more theological than you might think. 
Christmas isn’t just an event - it’s a process. 
By being born on earth, Jesus sets in motion a 
whole new chapter in the history of creation. 
God has done a new thing and the 
repercussions are endless.  
 
I used to think that John Lennon and Yoko 
Ono’s song Happy Christmas (War is Over), 
had a rather impolite line in it. 

So this is Christmas, 
and what have you done? 
Another year over 
and a new one just begun. 

How rude to ask ‘and what have you done?’! 
And yet I think they are right. Faced with the 
wonder of God’s love, we have to DO 
something. If Christmas doesn’t change us, 
we have somewhat missed the point. We 
should ask ourselves, what will we change 
about ourselves in the year ahead. 

I wish you a good Christmas and a new New 
Year!  
Sarah 

24th  December 2017                              

Fourth Sunday of Advent     
Christmas Eve 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 

Newsletter The Benefice of Ross  
with Walford  

and  

Brampton  
Abbotts 

rawchurch.org.uk 
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TODAY’S COLLECT                                                                             
                                                                                 
Eternal God, 
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this 
present age 
to see, with her, our great salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, 
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: 
fill us your servants with your grace, 
that in all things we may embrace your holy 
will 
and with her rejoice in your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading - 2 Samuel 7.1-11,16   
Now when David, the king was settled in his 
house, and the LORD had given him rest from 
all his enemies around him, 2 the king said to 
the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 
tent.’ 3 Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all 
that you have in mind; for the LORD is with 
you.’ 

4 But that same night the word of the LORD 
came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to 
build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived 
in a house since the day I brought up the 
people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I 
have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about 
among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak 
a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 
whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?’ 8 Now therefore you shall 
say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD 
of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep to be prince over my 
people Israel; 9 and I have been with you 
wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for 
you a great name, like the name of the great 
ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant 
them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and 
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 
formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover 
the Lord declares to you, David, that the Lord 
will make you a house. 16 Your house and 
your kingdom shall be made sure for ever 
before me; your throne shall be established 
for ever.                                
                                                                               
Second Reading - Romans 16.25-27 
25 To God who is able to strengthen you 
according to my gospel and the proclamation 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of 
the mystery that was kept secret for long 
ages 26 but is now disclosed, and through 
the prophetic writings is made known to all 
the Gentiles, according to the command of 
the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith – 27 to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
for ever! Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading Luke 1.26-38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And 
he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 
favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 29 But 
she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30 The angel said to her, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
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come to welcome back the Travelling Crib 
Figures and hear something about their 
journey around the parishes. Tickets £5 each 
to include Pizza and other refreshment. 
Further details from Margaret Mason. 
 
Christe Salve Replacement CDs  A few people 
have told me that their copy of this Christmas 
CD the St Mary’s choir made in 2002 is no 
longer working (we’re flattered you’re still 
listening!). I’ve made some replacement 
copies that you’ll find at the back of St Mary’s; 
please help yourself. If you weren’t around 
then and would like a copy, again please help 
yourself. If you feel like making a donation via 
the safe by the north door that would be 
lovely. Alternatively you’ll find many of the 
tracks on our music website at 
stmarysmusic.org - Mark  
 
Cards for the Congregation. We could not 
make our usual arrangements this year but 
any cards to all our St. Mary’s friends, with a 
donation to our own charities, may be left by 
the monuments and I will display them until 
Epiphany. Best wishes, Derek 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                              

Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.’ 34 Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?’ 35 The angel said to 
her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And 
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. 37 
For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38 
Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 
NOTICES                                                        

Coffee Rota at St Mary’s In December I shall 
be preparing the rota for March 2018 - Feb 
2019. Several people have dropped out so I 
would be very grateful if some new people 
would volunteer. It only involves three or four 
Sundays a year. Many thanks. Sue Edwards 
01989 769090 suee869@gmail.com 

Shoebox appeal 2017 update.                     
6883 shoeboxes from the Hereford area are 
on their way to Romania. A huge thank you 
from the Hereford Shoebox Team for all your 
support. Tina Raddenbury 

Intergenerational Missioner I am delighted to 
let you know that we appointed Christine 
Cattanach as our Intergenerational Missioner 
to be based at St Mary’s in Ross. This post is 
for 5 years and is funded by St Mary’s (25%), 
Hereford Diocese (25%) and the Church 
Commissioners (50%). Christine will join us in 
January 2018. Sarah 

Epiphany Party Tickets are now available 
from Margaret Mason for the Epiphany Party 
on 6th January at 7 pm in St Mary's Hall. Do 


