
SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and The Rev’d Colin 
Leggate  
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke  
Advent Prose - verse 3 
Introit: 75 Long ago, prophets knew 
Psalm: 126 
Gradual: 395 With Mary let my soul rejoice 
Offertory: 562 Inspired by love and anger 
Communion: A tender shoot - Goldschmidt 
Post Com: 609 Christ is the world’s light 

9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
 

11.15am Baptism - Ross  
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

11.15am Village Service - BA Village Hall 
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe and 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth 

3.30pm Carol Service - Walford 
The Revd Canon Chris Blanchard and Canon 
Freda Davies 
See order of service 

4.00pm Candlelit Carol Service - Ross 
The Revd Sarah Jones 
See order of service 

lovely. Alternatively you’ll find many of the 
tracks on our music website at 
stmarysmusic.org - Mark 
 
We are pleased to announce that we are, at 
last, in our new house in New Street! Thank 
you everyone who was so kind to us while we 
were homeless, offering accommodation, 
meals and companionship. We are very 
grateful to you all. Judith and William 
Hazelton 

 
 
 
                                                              
 

 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 21st December 
10.00am Holy Communion Ross 

Sunday 24th December - Advent 4 
8.00am  Holy Communion Ross 
9.30am  All Age Eucharist Ross 
11.15am Family Service  Walford 
4.00pm  Children’s Nativity Walford 
4.00pm  Crib Service   Ross 
11.30pm “Midnight Mass” Ross 
11.30pm “Midnight Mass”  Ross 

Monday 25th December - Christmas Day 
8.00am  Holy Communion Ross 
9.30am  All Age Eucharist Ross 
9.30am  Family Service  Walford 

 
There’s been quite a bit of talk in The 
Church Times in the last few weeks about 
sheep. In particular about how relevant a 
lot of the sheep/shepherd imagery that we 
read in scripture is for today’s agriculturally 
disconnected congregations. For us here 
the bonds with countryside and farming are 
still strong but I can understand how for 
someone living in an inner city, for whom 
the only relationship with sheep happens 
on the supermarket shelves, the language 
and the sense of pastoral relationship it 
evokes can be challenging. 
 
It may not surprise you to know, however, 
that I am a fervent supporter of sheep/
shepherd speak, not least because in the 
care of our 19 badger-faced Torwens I am 
privileged to have a daily insight into the 
care, tenderness and, yes, love that a 
shepherd has for his flock. But it’s not easy 
caring for sheep. Most of the time they 
don’t know they need caring for. They are 
belligerent, single-minded and just 
downright difficult.  

The Rev’d Sarah Jones  |  01989 562175  |  sarah.jones@rawchurch.org.uk (not Tuesdays)  

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton  |  01600 890185 | simon.tarlton@gmail.com  (Mon, Tue, Thu, Sun) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  |  01989 762368  |  frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth  |  01989 562305  |  canonmarvin72@gmail.com (Thu-Sun)  
Team Administrator: Nick Richmond  |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

 
But I love them. Not, as the cynical among 
you may be thinking, because I am looking 
forward to the day when they end up on 
the plate. I love them simply because they 
are my sheep and I am their shepherd. 
 
Psalm 100 tells us that we should ‘Know 
that the Lord is God; it is he that has made 
us and we are his; we are his people and 
the sheep of his pasture’. It seems to me 
that the language of sheep and shepherd is 
as true for us today as it was 2,000 and 
more years ago. God knows we are often 
difficult, awkward and self-centred. But He 
loves us anyway. The language has stood 
the test of time and, with a little thought, 
can help us more fully understand just how 
great that love is.            

Simon 
 

17th December 2017                              

Third Sunday of Advent 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT                                                                             
                                                                                 
O Lord Jesus Christ, 
who at your first coming sent your messenger 
to prepare your way before you: 
grant that the ministers and stewards of your 
mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make ready your 
way 
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just, 
that at your second coming to judge the world 
we may be found an acceptable people in 
your sight; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these 
heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading - Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11                                          
                                                                              
The servant of the Lord said: 1 The spirit of 
the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD 
has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 
good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour, 
and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion –  
to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. 

8 For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery 
and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them 
their recompense, and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them. 9 Their 
descendants shall be known among the 
nations, and their offspring among the 
peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the LORD has 
blessed. 10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he has covered me with the robe 
of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth 
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness 
and praise to spring up before all the 
nations. 

Second Reading - I Thessalonians 5.16-24 
 
My brothers and sisters, 16 Rejoice always, 
17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the 
Spirit. 20 Do not despise the words of 
prophets, but test everything; 21 hold fast to 
what is good; 22 abstain from every form of 
evil. 23 May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and 
soul and body be kept sound and blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will 
do this. 

Gospel Reading John 1.6-8, 19-28 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, 

01989 769090 suee869@gmail.com 

Shoebox appeal 2017 update.                     
6883 shoeboxes from the Hereford area are 
on their way to Romania. A huge thank you 
from the Hereford Shoebox Team for all your 
support. Tina Raddenbury 

Meditations for Advent Do join us for a time 
of quiet prayer and reflection each 
Wednesday during Advent at 11am in St 
Mary's Hall. Further details from Freda Davies 
on 562366  

Intergenerational Missioner I am delighted to 
let you know that we appointed Christine 
Cattanach as our Intergenerational Missioner 
to be based at St Mary’s in Ross. This post is 
for 5 years and is funded by St Mary’s (25%), 
Hereford Diocese (25%) and the Church 
Commissioners (50%). Christine will join us in 
January 2018. Sarah 

Christmas Flowers St Mary’s will be 
decorated for Christmas. Donations toward 
the flowers would be welcome. Please hand 
monies to either Freda Davies or Celia Glover 
or into the Rectory office. Many thanks. 

Epiphany Party Tickets are now available 
from Margaret Mason for the Epiphany Party 
on 6th January at 7 pm in St Mary's Hall. Do 
come to welcome back the Travelling Crib 
Figures and hear something about their 
journey around the parishes. Tickets £5 each 
to include Pizza and other refreshment. 
Further details from Margaret Mason. 
 
Christe Salve Replacement CDs  A few people 
have told me that their copy of this Christmas 
CD the St Mary’s choir made in 2002 is no 
longer working (we’re flattered you’re still 
listening!). I’ve made some replacement 
copies that you’ll find at the back of St Mary’s; 
please help yourself. If you weren’t around 
then and would like a copy, again please help 
yourself. If you feel like making a donation via 
the safe by the north door that would be 

but he came to testify to the light. 

19 This is the testimony given by John when 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 20 He 
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, 
‘I am not the Messiah.’ 21 And they asked 
him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I 
am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, 
‘No.’ 22 Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. 
What do you say about yourself?’ 23 He said,  
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, “Make straight the way of the 
Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah said. 

24 Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees. 25 They asked him, ‘Why then are 
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, 
nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26 John 
answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among 
you stands one whom you do not know, 27 
the one who is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 28 
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan 
where John was baptizing. 

NOTICES                                                       
Advent House Groups "Songs of Advent" - A 
warm welcome for all joining these groups on 
Mondays at 7.30pm at Paul and Margaret 
Mason’s, on Tuesdays 2.00pm at Colin & 
Pauline Leggate’s and 7.30pm at Walford 
Vicarage  Please contact Canon Chris on 01989 
762368 for more information. 

St Mary’s Church cleaning We urgently need 
another couple of people to vacuum and dust 
the nave - probably about once every three 
weeks. Please speak to me if you can help. 
Janet Cooper. 

Coffee Rota at St Mary’s In December I shall 
be preparing the rota for March 2018 - Feb 
2019. Several people have dropped out so I 
would be very grateful if some new people 
would volunteer. It only involves three or four 
Sundays a year. Many thanks. Sue Edwards 


