
SERVICES TODAY 

 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and The Rev’d Sarah 
Jones 
Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening  
Advent Prose - verse 2 
Introit: 41 Lo! He comes with clouds 
descending 
Psalm: 85.1-2, 8-13 
Gradual: 46 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Offertory: 512 Christ’s is the world in which 
we move 
Communion: Prepare ye the way of the Lord - 
Wise 
Post Communion: 39 Hills of the north, rejoice 

 

9.30am Family Christingle - Walford                  
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The 
Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe           
Please see separate service sheets               

                                           

4.00pm Choral Evensong                                                                 
Canon Freda Davies                                     
Hymn: 816 Thy kingdom come, O God 
Responses: Plainsong 
Psalm: 85.1-2, 8-13 
Office  Hymn: 33 (t 25) Creator of the starry 
height 
Canticles: Morley with faux bourdon 
Anthem: This is the record of John - Orlando 
Gibbons 
Hymn: 37 Hark! What a sound and too divine 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

                    SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

                Thursday 14th December 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

                  Sunday 17th December  

8.00am  Holy Communion  - Ross  
9.30am  Sung Eucharist  - Ross  
9.30am       Parish Communion - Walford 
11.15am     Baptism - Ross                     
11.15am     Village Service - Brampton Abbotts 
Village Hall 
3.30pm       Carol Service -  Walford       
4.00pm       Carol Service - Ross                                                                                                  

 

                     CHRISTMAS SERVICES      

     Sunday 24th December Christmas Eve 

8.00am     Holy Communion        Ross        
9.30am     All Age Eucharist   Ross     
11.15am  Family Service              Walford    
4.00pm    Crib Service                   Ross                                        
4.00pm    Nativity Service            Walford    
11.30pm  First Eucharist of Christmas 
(Midnight Mass)                            Ross                                                            
11.30pm  First Eucharist of Christmas 
(Midnight Mass)                            Walford 

    Monday 25th December Christmas Day 

8.00am    Holy Communion          Ross             
9.30am    All Age Eucharist          Ross             
9.30am    Family Communion      Walford 

Our Christmas cards have already begun to 
arrive – they seem to start earlier and 
earlier each year. I wonder if we will have 
another anonymous one – one where the 
sender was probably so stressed that they 
forgot to sign the card. We had two of 
those last year – fortunately we recognised 
the writing on the envelope of one but, as 
for the other, the sender will, I am afraid, 
remain a mystery. 

There is so much hype about Christmas 
nowadays – so much pressure to get all the 
presents, cards, decorations and of course 
the food. When I see the loaded shopping 
trolleys at the supermarket it looks as 
though some people think that the shops 
will never open again – they will, of course, 
and then sadly a lot of food will probably go 
to waste. 

In all this excitement, the real message of 
Christmas can get lost – of course it is a 
time of joy and happiness, a time for 
families and friends to get together and 
enjoy themselves, but it is also a time to 
stand back and reflect on the miracle that is 

The Rev’d Sarah Jones  |  01989 562175  |  sarah.jones@rawchurch.org.uk (not Tuesdays)  

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton  |  01600 890185 | simon.tarlton@gmail.com  (Mon, Tue, Thu, Sun) 
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Christmas. For it is the time to thank God 
for the most amazing gift of all – the birth 
of Jesus Christ.     

Through that birth, heaven and earth for a 
moment became one. 

But it is important, too, to remember that 
Christmas is just the beginning of the story 
– who would have thought that that tiny 
babe born to that young woman in the 
most inhospitable circumstances would 
prove to be the saviour of the world? That 
will be revealed in the coming months as 
the story unfolds. Meanwhile let us marvel 
at the good news of the birth that people 
have been celebrating for over two 
thousand years, and do our best to remind 
ourselves and others of the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

Freda Davies 

10th December 2017                              

Second Sunday of Advent 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT                                                                             
                                                                                 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again 
as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.                

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading - Isaiah 40.1-11                                          
                                                                    
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, 
that her penalty is paid, that she has received 
from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the LORD, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley 
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 
be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.’ 6 A voice 
says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the 
flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when 
the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely 
the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the 
flower fades; but the word of our God will 
stand for ever. 9 Get you up to a high 
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah,  ‘Here is your God!’ 
10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 11 He will 
feed his flock like a shepherd;  he will gather 
the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Second Reading - 2 Peter 3.8-15a 
 
8 Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that 
with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like one day. 
9 The Lord is not slow about his promise, as 
some think of slowness, but is patient with 
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to 
come to repentance. 10 But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, 
and the earth and everything that is done on 
it will be disclosed. 

11 Since all these things are to be dissolved 
in this way, what sort of persons ought you 
to be in leading lives of holiness and 
godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, 
and the elements will melt with fire? 13 But, 
in accordance with his promise, we wait for 
new heavens and a new earth, where 
righteousness is at home. 14 Therefore, 
beloved, while you are waiting for these 
things, strive to be found by him at peace, 
without spot or blemish; 15 and regard the 
patience of our Lord as salvation. 

Gospel Reading Mark 1.1-8 
 
1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in the 
prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 

2019. Several people have dropped out so I 
would be very grateful if some new people 
would volunteer. It only involves three or four 
Sundays a year. Many thanks. Sue Edwards 
01989 769090 suee869@gmail.com 

Shoebox appeal 2017 update.                     
6883 shoeboxes from the Hereford area are 
on their way to Romania. A huge thank you 
from the Hereford Shoebox Team for all your 
support. Tina Raddenbury 

Meditations for Advent Do join us for a time 
of quiet prayer and reflection each 
Wednesday during Advent at 11am in St 
Mary's Hall. Further details from Freda Davies 
on 562366            

Intergenerational Missioner I am delighted to 
let you know that we appointed an 
Intergenerational Missioner to be based at St 
Mary’s in Ross. We can’t name the person yet 
as we have to wait for all the dbs checks to 
come back. This post is for 5 years and is 
funded by St Mary’s (25%), Hereford Diocese 
(25%) and the Church Commissioners (50%). 
More details to follow. Sarah 

Christmas Flowers St Mary’s will be 
decorated for Christmas. Donations toward 
the flowers would be welcome. Please hand 
monies to either Freda Davies or Celia Glover 
or into the Rectory office. Many thanks. 

Epiphany Party Tickets are now available 
from Margaret Mason for the Epiphany Party 
on 6th January at 7 pm in St Mary's Hall. Do 
come to welcome back the Travelling Crib 
Figures and hear something about their 
journey around the parishes. Tickets £5 each 
to include Pizza and other refreshment. 
Further details from Margaret or Freda. 

 

 

 

your way; 3 the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight”’, 4 John the baptizer 
appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, 
‘The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I 
have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

 

NOTICES 

Advent House Groups "Songs of Advent" - A 
warm welcome for all joining these groups on 
Monday’s at 7.30pm at Paul and Margaret 
Mason’s, on Tuesdays 2.00pm at Colin & 
Pauline Leggate’s and 7.30pm at Walford 
Vicarage  Please contact Canon Chris on 01989 
762368 for more information. 

Christmas Wreath Making Workshop  
Tuesday 12th December 10.00 am onwards at 
St Michael’s Walford - demonstration of 
wreath making and all materials provided. £20 
per person including tea / coffee and mince 
pie. Bring any ribbons etc to decorate your 
wreath. Please contact Heidi  England on 
07870 601588 to book your place. Numbers 
are limited for this fun and festive event. 

St Mary’s Church cleaning We urgently need 
another couple of people to vacuum and dust 
the nave - probably about once every three 
weeks. Please speak to me if you can help. 
Janet Cooper. 

Coffee Rota at St Mary’s In December I shall 
be preparing the rota for March 2018-Feb 


