
SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and Canon 
Freda Davies                                                
Sunday Kids runs during this service 
Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone  
Advent Prose - verse 1 
Introit: 37 Hark! What a sound and too divine 
Psalm: 80.1-7, 17-end 
Gradual: 50 The advent of our King 
Offertory: 54 Wake, O wake! With tidings 
thrilling 
Communion: Matin Responsory - Palestrina  
Post Communion: 45 O come, O come, 
Emanuel 

9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford                  
Dr Derek Glover                                                             
Hymn: 405 Lo, he comes with clouds 
descending  
Hymn: 263 Hark a herald voice is calling  
Hymn: The advent of our King 
Hymn: O Lord my God ( How great thou art ) 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
School                                                                 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and The Rev’d Simon 
Tarlton  

 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 7th December 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 10th December  

8.00am  Holy Communion  - Ross  
9.30am  Sung Eucharist  - Ross  
9.30am       Family Christingle - Walford 
4.00pm       Choral Evensong - Ross                                                                                             

                                                                   
Christmas Tree Festival Thank you to the 
committee and to volunteers and to everyone 
who worked on the Christmas Tree Festival. It 
was organised beautifully and it brought a lot 
of enjoyment to those who visited. It was also 
a very important part of our fundraising for 
this year and it generated just over £3000 for 
the work of St Mary’s. Sarah 

Intergenerational Missioner I am delighted 
to let you know that we appointed an 
Intergenerational Missioner to be based at St 
Mary’s in Ross. We can’t name the person yet 
as we have to wait for all the dbs checks to 
come back. This post is for 5 years and is 
funded by St Mary’s (25%), Hereford Diocese 
(25%) and the Church Commissioners (50%). 
More details to follow. Sarah 

Next Sunday at St Mary’s ( 10th December ) 
The 9.30 service will have a special theme of 
Healing and Wholeness. Please do come if 
you can. Sarah 

 

 

                      CHRISTMAS SERVICES      

     Sunday 24th December Christmas Eve 

8.00am     Holy Communion        Ross        
9.30am     Sung Eucharist   Ross     
11.15am  Family Service              Walford    
4.00pm    Crib Service                   Ross                                        
4.00pm    Nativity Service            Walford    
11.30pm  First Eucharist of Christmas 
( Midnight Mass )                           Ross                                                            
11.30pm  First Eucharist of Christmas 
( Midnight Mass )                           Walford 

    Monday 25th December Christmas Day 

8.00am    Holy Communion          Ross             
9.30am    All Age Eucharist          Ross             
9.30am    Family Communion      Walford 

It was the first week in November when on a 
train I overheard three young men talking 
openly. Their conversation included the 
comment …Christmas is already in the shops. 
A day or so later I watched the first of Currys/
PC World’s Christmas adverts. In the advert a 
Mum and Dad double act, as a spoof, declare 
a ‘tech free’ Christmas. What is on offer 
instead is an old fashioned Christmas with 
carols and singing. The trio of children are less 
than impressed. All changes when a new LG 
OLED 4K ready TV is revealed in the living 
room. It is a funny advert. The retailers 
declared marketing strategy is to help 
customers ‘get it right’ when making a 
significant purchase at this season. That is 
perfectly understandable. 

There is however in this an underlying 
message. Getting Christmas right is not about 
having an old fashioned Christmas as 
mentioned by the Mum and Dad in the advert 
but about buying the right products. This 
raises an interesting question. For many 
people coming to this season of celebration; 
what does it mean to get Christmas right? In 
Dr Seuss’s book How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas there is a wonderful quote…“Then 
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the Grinch thought of something he hadn't 
before! What if Christmas, he thought, 
doesn't come from a store. What if 
Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!”  

What all of us know but rarely acknowledge is 
that ‘things’ however clever, expensive or 
innovative can only give a passing pleasure 
and transient joy. Of course it is good to 
celebrate Christmas and to give gifts to one 
another. The heart of the Christmas story is 
that God gave us his greatest gift in the birth 
of Jesus. The late Steve Jobs, founder of Apple 
is quoted as saying: ‘If I had given people 
what they wanted they would never have got 
Apple.’ Embodied in the Christmas message is 
that God gave us not what we wanted but 
what we need. The birth of Christ was not 
glamorous. The gospels tell us is that God in 
Christ stepped into the depths of our broken, 
sad and troubled world to bring us what we 
need; peace, reconciliation, forgiveness and 
transformed lives. It cost him everything. Like 
all gifts he has to be received. This story is not 
old fashioned; it is timeless and his 
transforming presence priceless.  

Bishop Alistair   

3rd December 2017                              

First Sunday of Advent 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT                                                                                                      
                                                                     
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the 
works of darkness and to put on the armour 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in 
which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in 
great humility; 
that on the last day, when he shall come again 
in his glorious majesty to judge the living and 
the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep 
us faithful as we await the coming of your Son 
our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may 
not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service and joyful in his 
praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading - Isaiah 64.1-9 
 
1 O that you would tear open the heavens and 
come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence – 2 as when fire 
kindles brushwood and the fire causes water 
to boil – to make your name known to your 
adversaries, so that the nations might tremble 
at your presence! 3 When you did awesome 
deeds that we did not expect, you came 
down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence. 4 From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived,  no eye has seen any 
God besides you, who works for those who 
wait for him. 5Y ou meet those who gladly do 
right, those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; because 
you hid yourself we transgressed. 6 We have 
all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all 
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 
wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who 
calls on your name, or attempts to take hold 

of you; for you have hidden your face from 
us, and have delivered us into the hand of 
our iniquity.   
8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are 
the clay, and you are our potter; we are all 
the work of your hand.9 Do not be 
exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not 
remember iniquity for ever. Now consider, 
we are all your people. 

Second Reading - I Corinthians 1.3-9 
 
My brothers and sisters: 3 Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 4 I give thanks to my God always 
for you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every 
way you have been enriched in him, in 
speech and knowledge of every kind – 6 just 
as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you – 7 so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for 
the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He 
will also strengthen you to the end, so that 
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Gospel Reading Mark 13.24-37 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 24 ‘In those days, 
after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 25 and 
the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26 Then they will see “the Son of Man 
coming in clouds” with great power and 
glory. 27 Then he will send out the angels, 
and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven. 28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: 
as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer 
is near. 29 So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this 

Paddle and Praise For pre school children.   
9.30am - 11.30am on Monday 4th December. 
Please contact Wendy Alston for further 
information, wraalston@gmail.com or  
01989 562959 

Coffee Rota at St Mary’s In December I shall 
be preparing the rota for March 2018-Feb 
2019. Several people have dropped out so I 
would be very grateful if some new people 
would volunteer. It only involves three or four 
Sundays a year. Many thanks. Sue Edwards 
01989 769090 suee869@gmail.com 

Shoebox Appeal 2017 Thank you on behalf of 
Operation Christmas Child to the members of 
the congregation their families and friends for 
either filling a shoebox or donating money/
goods  to the appeal. I delivered 89 boxes to 
the warehouse which were made up of 34 
boxes for boys  and 55 boxes for girls. When I 
find out where they have gone to I will let you 
know in due course. Tina Raddenbury   

Thank you to everyone who supported the 
Christmas Tree Festival in any way.  It was 
very rewarding to welcome so many families 
& children into the church last Sunday, 
providing an opportunity to introduce them to 
St. Mary's Church Developments.  The festival 
raised £3,009.32. Thanks, Val 

Found in St Mary’s A pair of tortoiseshell  
reading glasses - contact Val Allen on Ross 
567544 if you have lost them 

Mothers Union will meet in St Mary’s Church 
hall on Wednesday 6th Dec. 2:00p.m. for our 
Advent meeting. All are welcome.        
Margaret Willis 

Meditations for Advent Do join us for a time 
of quiet prayer and reflection each 
Wednesday during Advent at 11am in St 
Mary's Hall. Further details from Freda Davies 
on 562366 

 

generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 

32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for 
you do not know when the time will come. 34 
It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, 
keep awake – for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, 
or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 
or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.’  

 

NOTICES 

Advent House Groups "Songs of Advent" - A 
warm welcome for all joining these groups on 
Monday’s at 7.30pm at Paul and Margaret 
Mason’s, on Tuesdays 2.00pm at Colin & 
Pauline Leggate’s and 7.30pm at Walford 
Vicarage  Please contact Canon Chris on 01989 
762368 for more information. 

Christmas Wreath Making Workshop -  
Tuesday 12th December 10.00 am onwards at 
St Michael’s Walford - demonstration of 
wreath making and all materials provided. £20 
per person including tea / coffee and mince 
pie. Bring any ribbons etc to decorate your 
wreath. Please contact Heidi  England on 
07870 601588 to book your place. Numbers 
are limited for this fun and festive event. 

St Mary’s Church cleaning We urgently need 
another couple of people to vacuum and dust 
the nave - probably about once every three 
weeks. Please speak to me if you can help. 
Janet Cooper. 


