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Welcome to this afternoon’s service. 
 
Please keep service papers away from lit candles.  
 
In the event of fire please leave the church calmly via the north or south door (to 
your left and right) or the chancel door (ahead of you, beyond the choir) 
 
The service will proceed without announcements. 

 

 
 
 

 

  



 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Please remain seated while the choir sings the first two verses, standing to join in 
from verse three of the 

Opening Hymn 

Once in royal David's city, 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
And through all his wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms he lay. 
Christian children all must be, 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 
 

For he is our childhood's pattern, 
Day by day like us he grew, 
He was little, weak, and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us he knew, 
And he feeleth for our sadness, 
And he shareth in our gladness. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle, 
Is our Lord in heaven above, 
And he leads his children on, 
To the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him, but in heaven, 
Set at God's right hand on high; 
When like stars his children crowned, 
All in white shall wait around.

Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) IRBY 
H J Gauntlett (1805-1876) 

Arr. David Willcocks (1919 – 2015) 

 
All remain standing for the 

Bidding Prayer 

We have come together as the family of God, in our Father’s presence, to celebrate 
the great festival of Christmas. In this service we hear and receive the good news of 
the birth of Christ and we offer to God our thanksgiving in the joyful singing of carols. 
 
As we gather together in the name of Christ, we pray for the world he came to save: 
for the Church, that it may be enabled in our generation to surrender anew to God’s 
holy Wisdom, and bear the good news of God’s love to a needy world; for the world, 
which is already Christ’s, that all its peoples may recognize their responsibility for its 
future, and may be inspired by the message of Christmas to work together for the 
establishment of justice, freedom and peace everywhere; for all in special need, the 



 

sick, the anxious, the lonely, the fearful and the bereaved, that the peace and light of 
the Christ-child may bring hope and healing to all who sit in darkness.  
 
We commend all whom we love, or who have asked for our prayers, to the unfailing 
mercy of our heavenly Father, and say together, as Christ himself taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
And the glory are yours 
Now and for ever.  Amen 

 
 
Please sit while the choir sings the  

Carol

 

On Christmas night all Christians sing,  
To hear the news the angels bring;  
News of great joy, news of great mirth,  
News of our merciful king’s birth.  
 
Then why should men on earth be sad,  
Since our redeemer made us glad:  
When from our sin he set us free, 
 All for to gain our liberty.  
 

When sin departs before his face,  
Then life and health come in its place;  
Angels and men with joy may sing,  
All for to see the newborn king.  
 
All out of darkness we have light  
Which made the angels sing this night;  
“Glory to God and peace to men,  
Now and forevermore. Amen.”

Bishop Luke Waddinge 
A Smale Garland of Pious and Godly Songs (1684) 

Sussex Carol – trad. English 
arr Philip Ledger (1937 – 2012)  

 
  



 

Remain seated for the 

First Reading  

Micah 5: 2-4- Bethlehem, from you shall come forth a ruler 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
   one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
   from ancient days.  
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
   when she who is in labour has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
   to the people of Israel.  
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
   to the ends of the earth. 
 
All stand for the 

Hymn 

Upper voices 
Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk,  
And Mary bore Jesus, who was wrapped up in silk:  
 

And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be,  
And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly, holly, holly. 
And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly.  

 
Lower voices (chorus all) 
Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass,  
And Mary bore Jesus, who died on the cross:  
 
Lower voices (chorus choir) 
Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal,  
And Mary bore Jesus, who died for us all:  
 
all 
Now the holly bears a berry, as blood is it red,  
Then trust we our Saviour, who rose from the dead:

Cornish Traditional (Sans Day Carol) Cornish traditional.  Arr John Rutter (b1945) 



 

All sit for the  

Second Reading  

Isaiah 35 - The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.  
 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’  
 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  
then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;  
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  
 
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; 
   no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.  
No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
 
  



 

Remain seated while the choir sings the 
 

Carol 

Have you heard the sound of the angel voices  
Ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear?  
Have you seen the star shining out so brightly  
As a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here?  
Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven  
To the humble shepherds who have waited long?  
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Hear the angels sing their joyful song. 
 
He is come in peace in the winter's stillness,  
Like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night.  
He is come in joy, like the sun at morning,  
Filling all the world with radiance and with light.  
He is come in love as the child of Mary.  
In a simple stable we have seen his birth.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Hear the angels singing 'Peace on earth'. 
 
He will bring new light to a world in darkness,  
Like a bright star shining in the skies above.  
He will bring new hope to the waiting nations,  
When he comes to reign in purity and love. 
Let the earth rejoice at the Saviour's coming.  
Let the heavens answer with a joyful morn:  
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Hear the angels singing, 'Christ is born'. 

 
John Rutter (b 1945) John Rutter (b 1945) 

 
  



 

Remain seated for the 
 

Third Reading 

Haggai 2: 5b-9 - I will fill this house with splendour 

My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once again, 
in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; 
and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and I will 
fill this house with splendour, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold 
is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The latter splendour of this house shall be greater 
than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says 
the Lord of hosts.  
 
 
All stand to join in with the  
 

Hymn 

God rest you merry, gentlemen 
Let nothing you dismay 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour 
Was born upon this day 
To save us all from Satan's power 
When we were gone astray 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 
From God our heavenly Father 
A blessed angel came; 
And unto certain shepherds 
Brought tidings of the same: 
How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by name. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 

And when to Bethlehem they came, 
Whereat this infant lay, 
They found him in a manger, 
Where oxen feed on hay; 
His mother Mary kneeling, 
Unto the Lord did pray. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 
Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
All others doth deface. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

Words: anon. English traditional carol 
Arr. David Willcocks (1919 - 2015) 

 
  



 

All sit for the  

Fourth Reading 

Isaiah 11: 1-9 - There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  
 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
   or decide by what his ears hear;  
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  
They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
   as the waters cover the sea. 



 

Remain seated for the 

Carol 

 

A tender shoot hath started 
Up from a root of grace, 
As ancient seers imparted, 
From Jesse’s holy race, 
It blooms without a blight, 
Blooms in the cold bleak winter 
Turning our darkness into light. 
 

This shoot Isaiah taught us 
From Jesse’s root should spring, 
The Virgin Mary brought us 
The branch of which we sing, 
Our God of endless might, 
Gave her this child to save us 
Thus turning darkness into light.

William Bartholomew (1793 – 1867) Otto Goldschmidt (1829 – 1907) 

 
 
Remain seated for the  

Fifth Reading 

Isaiah 52: 7-10 - How beautiful on the mountains 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
   who announces salvation, 
   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
   together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
   the return of the Lord to Zion.  
Break forth together into singing, 
   you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people, 
   he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
The Lord has bared his holy arm 
   before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
   the salvation of our God. 
 
  



 

Stand for the 

Hymn 

 
See amid the winter's snow, 
Born for us on earth below, 
See the tender Lamb appears, 
Promised from eternal years. 
 

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption's happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 
Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the starry skies; 
He who throned in height sublime 
Sits amid the cherubim. Chorus 
 
Say, ye holy shepherds, say 
What your joyful news today; 
Wherefore have ye left your sheep 
On the lonely mountain steep? Chorus 
 

"As we watched at dead of night, 
Lo, we saw a wondrous light; [1] 
Angels singing peace on earth 
Told us of the Saviour's birth". Chorus 
 
Sacred infant, all divine, 
What a tender love was thine, 
Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this. Chorus 
 
Teach, O teach us , Holy Child, 
By Thy Face so meek and mild, 
Teach us to resemble Thee, 
In Thy Sweet humility! Chorus 
 
 
 
 
 

E Caswall (1814 – 1878) John Goss (1800 – 1880 
Arr David Willcocks (1919 – 2015)) 

 
Sit for the 

Sixth Reading  

Philippians 2: 5-11 - He took the form of a servant 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  

who, though he was in the form of God, 

   did not regard equality with God 

   as something to be exploited,  

but emptied himself, 

   taking the form of a slave, 

   being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form,  

   he humbled himself 

   and became obedient to the point of death— 

   even death on a cross.  

 

  



 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

   and gave him the name 

   that is above every name,  

so that at the name of Jesus 

   every knee should bend, 

   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue should confess 

   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

   to the glory of God the Father. 

 
 
All stand to sing the hymn, during which a collection will be taken 
 

Hymn 

Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With the angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 

Christ by highest heaven adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 

 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings 
Risen with healing in his wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 

 
 

Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788) From a chorus by Felix Mendelssohn (1809 – 1845) 
Arr David Willcocks (1919 – 2015) 

 
  



 

Please remain standing for the  

Final Reading 

Luke 1: 26 – 38 - The Annunciation 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 
favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said 
to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Sit as the choir sings the 
 

Carol 

A maiden most gentle and tender we sing 
Of Mary the mother of Jesus our King Ave, Ave, Ave Maria. 
 
How blest is the birth of her heavenly child 
Who came to redeem us in Mary so mild. Ave, Ave, Ave Maria. 
 
The archangel Gabriel foretold by his call 
The Lord of creation and Saviour of all. Ave, Ave, Ave Maria. 
 
Three kings came to worship with gifts rich and rare 
And marvelled in awe at the babe in her care. Ave, Ave, Ave Maria. 
 
Rejoice and be glad at this Christmas we pray 
Sing praise to the Saviour, sing endless Amen Ave, Ave, Ave Maria.

Andrew Carter (b 1939) French traditional tune 
Arr Andrew Carter (b 1939)) 

 



 

All stand for the  

Hymn 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

 
God of God, Light of Light, 
Lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
Very God, begotten, not created; 

O come, let us adore Him … 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, in the highest 
 O come, let us adore Him … 
 

Tr. F Oakley, W T Brooke  
and others 

Melody by J F Wade (c1711 – 1786) 
Arr. David Willcocks (1919 - 2015) 

 
 
Remain standing for the 

Collect and Blessing 

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly expectation of the birth of your only Son, 
Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with 
sure confidence behold him, when he comes to be our judge; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  Amen 
 
May he who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you 
with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  
Amen 
 
 

Organ Voluntary 

Choral prelude: In dulci jubilo, BWV 792 – JS Bach (1685 – 1750) 

  



 

Please take this order of service home with you if you wish. 

 

 

Christmas Services at St Mary’s 

 
Christmas Eve 
Said Holy Communion 8.00 a.m. 
All Age Service 9.30 a.m. 
Crib Service (children’s service) 4.00 p.m. 
First Eucharist of Christmas (“Midnight Mass”) 11.30 p.m. 
 
 
Christmas Day 
Holy Communion 8.00 a.m. 
All Age Service (family service) 9.30 a.m. 
 
 
Sunday 31st December 
Holy Communion 8.00 a.m. 
Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. 
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