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                 SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 23rd November                 

10.00am Holy Communion - St Mary’s 
Church Hall  Ross 

 Sunday 26th November  

8.00am       Holy Communion  - Ross  

9.30am      All Age Eucharist  - Ross  

11.15am    Family Communion - Walford 

6.30pm      Choral Evensong - Ross 

Post Communion Prayer 
Gracious Lord,                                                  
in this holy sacrament                                 
you give substance to our hope:            
bring us at the last                                           
to that fullness of life for which we long; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

 

                                                              SERVICES TODAY 

 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate and The Rev’d Simon 
Tarlton 
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 

Introit: 780 Soldiers of Christ, arise 

Psalm: 90.1-8 

Gradual: 356 All nations of the world 

Offertory: 246 Holy Spirit, come confirm us 

Communion: Here I am Lord- Schutte arr 
Archer 
Post Communion: 477 Go forth and tell 

 

9.30am Parish Communion - Walford      

The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard              
Hymn :  59 Awake, my soul                                                            
Hymn :  590 Seek ye first the kingdom of God                                                          
Hymn :  606 Soldiers of Christ, arise                                                         
Hymn :  57 Awake, awake : fling off the night                         

 

11.15am Baptism - Ross                                                                  
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton  
 

11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts 
Village Hall                                                          
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe and 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones  

Please join us for coffee in  
St Mary’s Hall after the  
9.30 service in Ross. 

Paddle and Praise - for pre school children: 
9.30am  - 11.30am: Monday:  
4th December Please contact Wendy 
Alston for further information: 
wraalston@gmail.com or  
01989 562959    

Ross Choral Society. The Advent Concert, 
'Mystery and Wonder', will be held in St. 
Mary's on Saturday 25 November at 7.30 
p.m. We will be singing Lauridsen Lux 
Aeterna and O Magnum Mysterium, Mo-
zart   Solemn Vespers, and Vivaldi Magnifi-
cat.      Tickets £12 available from Rossiter 
Books or on the door. Janet Cooper 

Sunday Kids - will run during the 9.30am 
Eucharist service at St Mary’s today. 

Christmas Tree Festival Prize Draw - Can 
all draw ticket money & stubs be returned 
to St Mary’s by 3.00pm on Monday 20th 
Nov please. Val Allen 

 

In my final school assembly in 1954 we were 

reminded that ‘you are the favoured 

generation, so make the most of every 

opportunity’. Last week we were 

remembering those who gave so much in 

wartime that we might become favoured. The 

so-called ‘baby boomers’ that followed, have 

enjoyed free education, health care and the 

prospect of employment, pension and social 

care. 

 

The problem now is that that generation is 

aging and needing more of our national 

resources – a warning from 1955 that ‘2000 

will see the pensioner bubble burst’ has been 

largely unheeded until now.  The United 

Nations in their 2015 report on World Aging 

argued ‘that older persons should be able to 

participate in, and benefit equitably, from the 

fruits of development to advance their health 

and well-being, and that societies should 

provide enabling environments.’ 

 

But this is a two-way requirement – just as the 

younger generation are urged to support the 

older persons, so too the older generation 

have a responsibility to the young. This can be  

The Rev’d Sarah Jones     | 01989 562175  | sarah.jones@rawchurch.org.uk (not Tuesdays) 

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton |01600 890185 | simon.tarlton@gmail.com  (Mon-Tue-Thu-Sun ) 

The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard    | 01989 762368   |    frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 

The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth | 01989 562305 | canonmarvin72@gmail.com ( on leave) 

 

achieved through the ‘seniors’ continuing 

to use their many talents at a time when 

pressures have lessened. Our changing 

world offers many opportunities for this 

through the voluntary services in our 

communities and the older members of 

our congregations provide countless 

examples of God-given gifts being used to 

the full. 

 

In a commentary on the use of talents, 

Stephen Conway, Bishop of Ely, suggests 

that the message of to-day’s parable was 

intended to shake up the scribes and 

Pharisees and lull them from their 

complacency to practice their gifts for the 

good of the underprivileged.  Perhaps the 

requirement to practice skills is one of the 

deeper messages we should heed. Ghandi 

argued that ‘the best way to find yourself, 

is to lose yourself in the service of others.’ 

 

 Derek 

19th November 2017                              

2nd Sunday before Advent 

We offer a warm welcome to 
everyone at our services today. 
 

Newsletter The Benefice of Ross  
with  Walford  

and  

Brampton  
Abbotts 

rawchurch.org.uk 

We remember those who have died: 

Ian Patrick Cast 



TODAY’S COLLECT  
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed 
to destroy the works of the devil and to make us 
the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
grant that we, having this hope, may purify 
ourselves even as he is pure; 
that when he shall appear in power and great 
glory we may be made like him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 

                                          

TODAY’S READINGS  

 

First Reading - Zephaniah 1.7.12-18 

7Be silent before the Lord GOD!  For the day of 
the LORD is at hand; the LORD has prepared a 
sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 12At that 
time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will 
punish the people who rest complacently on their 
dregs, those who say in their hearts, 
‘The LORD will not do good,  nor will he do harm.’ 
13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their 
houses laid waste. Though they build houses, 
they shall not inhabit them; though they plant 
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.  

14The great day of the LORD is near,  near and 
hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD 
is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 
15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress 
and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation,  a day 
of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 
darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities and against the lofty 
battlements. 17I will bring such distress upon 
people that they shall walk like the blind; because 
they have sinned against the LORD, their blood 
shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like 
dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be 
able to save them on the day of the LORD’s 
wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth 
shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end 
he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.  

Second Reading I Thessalonians 5.1-11 

1Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers 
and sisters, you do not need to have anything 

written to you. 2For you yourselves know 
very well that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. 3When they say, 
‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden 
destruction will come upon them, as 
labour pains come upon a pregnant 
woman, and there will be no escape! 4But 
you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are 
all children of light and children of the day; 
we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So 
then let us not fall asleep as others do, but 
let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those 
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who 
are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put 
on the breastplate of faith and love, and 
for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For 
God has destined us not for wrath but for 
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether 
we are awake or asleep we may live with 
him. 11Therefore encourage one another 
and build up each other, as indeed you are 
doing.  

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 25.14-30 

Jesus said to his disciples, 14‘The kingdom 
of heaven is as if a man, going on a 
journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; 15to one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. 16The one who 
had received the five talents went off at 
once and traded with them, and made five 
more talents. 17In the same way, the one 
who had the two talents made two more 
talents. 18But the one who had received 
the one talent went off and dug a hole in 
the ground and hid his master’s money. 
19After a long time the master of those 
slaves came and settled accounts with 
them. 20Then the one who had received 
the five talents came forward, bringing five 
more talents, saying, “Master, you handed 
over to me five  talents; see, I have made  

Notices 
 

Advent House Groups "Songs of Advent". A 
warm welcome for all joining these groups on 
Monday’s at 7.30pm and Tuesdays 2.00pm and 
7.30pm starting 27th November for four weeks. 
Please contact Canon Chris on 01989 762368 
for more information. 

 

Travelling Cribs For several years families have 
hosted the Woolly Travelling Crib for one night 
throughout Advent. Anne Morris will soon be 
looking for families from around the Benefice 
willing to have the Crib for one night this 
Advent. Please contact her on Ross 562299 if 
you want to be involved. For those in our 

congregations who do not have small children 
at home, we are again inviting people from 
around the Benefice to host Mary and Joseph 
and their Journey Diary for one night during 
Advent. Please contact Freda Davies on Ross 
562366 if you would like to be involved.   
 

Encircled in Care Please join us for this training 
resource for pastoral visitors and all who offer 
care in the church and the community intended 
to help us be even better at what we do and 
how we care and share experience and wisdom 
with one another. The third session is on 23rd 
November 7.30p.m. - 9.00 p.m. in St. Mary's 
Hall. For more information email me on 
simon.tarlton@gmail.com or put your name 
down on the sign up sheet at the back of St 
Mary’s and St Michael’s. Simon 

 

Meditations for Advent Do you need some 
space for quiet reflection during Advent? Join 
us for a time of quiet prayer and reflection each 
Wednesday from December 6th at 11 am in St 
Mary's Hall. Contact Freda on 562366 for more 
information. 

 

Card and Coffee Morning with COAT Tuesday 
28th Nov. St Michael’s Walford 10.00am to mid 
day - Christmas cards and much more ! A warm 
welcome and cakes await.  

 

Christmas Wreath Making Workshop Tuesday 
12th December 10.00 am onwards St Michael’s 
Walford - demonstration of wreath making and 
all materials provided £ 20 per person including 
tea/coffee and mince pie. Bring any ribbons etc 
to decorate your wreath. Please contact Heidi  
England on 07870 601588 to book your place.  
Numbers are limited for this fun and festive 
event !  

 

St Mary’s Church cleaning. We urgently need 
another couple of people to vacuum and dust 
the nave - probably about once every three 
weeks. Please speak to me if you can help. 
Janet Cooper. 

 

five more talents.” 21His master said to him, 
“Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy 
of your master.” 22And the one with the two 
talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you 
handed over to me two talents; see, I have 
made two more talents.” 23His master said to 
him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter 
into the joy of your master.” 24Then the one 
who had received the one talent also came 
forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were 
a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 
25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent 
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” 
26But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy 
slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow, and gather where I did not 
scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and on my return I 
would have received what was my own with 
interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give 
it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all 
those who have, more will be given, and they 
will have an abundance; but from those who 
have nothing, even what they have will be tak-
en away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw 
him into the outer darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”’ 


