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Services Today 
 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
 
 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and  
Canon Freda Davies 
 

 

Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone 
Introit: 763 Praise to the holiest in the 
height 
Psalm: 32 - Hopkins 
Gradual: 121 Forty days and forty nights 
Offertory: 598 Before the throne of God 
above 
Communion: Take up thy cross - Corp 
Post Communion: 702 Lead us, heavenly 
Father  
Organ: Elegy - Thalben-Ball 
 
 
9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford 

Dr Derek Glover 

190  Forty days and forty nights 
379  Lead us heavenly father  
195 From heaven you came  

484  O for a heart to praise my God 

 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton 
Abbotts School 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord God, 
you have renewed us with the living 
bread from heaven; 
by it you nourish our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and strengthen our love: 
teach us always to hunger for him who is 
the true and living bread, 
and enable us to live by every word 
that proceeds from out of your mouth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

          Services next week 

Thursday 9th March 

10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

 Sunday 12th March 

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 

9.30am Family Service - Walford 

4.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 

For our prayers this week: 

We pray for those who are ill:  
 

We pray for those who have died:  
Janet Creswick, Linda Hill and Kenneth 

Riches and pray for their families 

Sunday Kids - will run during the 
9.30am Eucharist service at St Mary’s 

today. 

Play and Praise - the next session will 

be on 25th March 10.30-12 noon 

Prayers for St Marys - 8pm on Monday 

6th March at the Old Gaol, New Street.  

 

 

 

  

The Rev’d Sarah Jones 01989 562175 - not Tuesday 

The Benefice of Ross with Walford and Brampton Abbotts 

SUNDAY 5TH MARCH  

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
Newsletter 

The New Year is well and truly progressing. 
As February, the shortest month of the year 
passes we enter Lent. Lent and consequently 
Easter are late this year. Speak of Lent to 
many people and the first thing they may 
well ask is: What are you giving up? The 
thought in many people's mind is that this is 
a season of self-denial and austerity; a self
-imposed time of strict rigour and hardship. 
As Lent focuses and draws inspiration from 
Jesus' 40 days of fasting in the wilderness 
there is some basis for the question and for 
that assumption. Discipline and self-denial 
are tried and tested Lenten practices. What 
is less often asked is why do any of it and 
what is the real purpose of any action we 

might choose to take?  

The danger with focusing on giving up 
things or embracing a self-denying pattern 
is that the actions themselves can become 
the end rather that a means to something 
better. Simply focusing on giving up things 
sounds rather negative and perhaps sets us 
up in a way that makes failure inevitable. 
Inversely if we manage to stick to the disci-
plines and succeed when others fail the 
whole thing can become self justifying and 
self congratulatory. Neither of these ex-

tremes can be deemed as doing us good.   

How then can we make the best of Lent? 
The gospels record that Jesus returned 
from the wilderness full of the Holy Spirit 
and empowered for service. It was for him 
therefore a time and place for growth 
and renewal. It was a time that at its core 
was positive. It was about becoming 
equipped and ready to be more effec-
tive. If that becomes our aim also then the 
questions of what we do or don't do have 
a context and purpose bigger than the 
actions themselves.  In a previous diocese 
we always encouraged each other to 
make the reading of a book as a com-
panion a part of how we travelled 
through the season.  Joining a lent group 
and Bible study is another way of using 
Lent positively. There are many good 
books and courses from which to choose. 
This year Tom Wright has produced a 
book that takes the reader through the 
lectionary readings in Matthew's gospel. 
Come Holy Week and Stephen Cottrell 

has a book entitled 'The Things He Did.'  
Whatever you choose think about spiritual 

growth and make Lent positive. 

 

+Alistair 

 

We offer a warm welcome to everyone at our services today 

 



Today’s Collect  

Heavenly Father, 
your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 
and grew closer to you in the desert: 
help us to use these days  
to grow in wisdom and prayer 
that we may witness to your saving love 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Today’s Readings  

First Reading: Genesis 2.15-17,3.1-7 

15 The LORD God took the man and put him 
in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 
And the LORD God commanded the man, 
‘You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden; 1 7but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall die.’Now the 
serpent was more crafty than any other wild 
animal that the LORD God had made. He 
said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall 
not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ 2 The 
woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of 
the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3 but God 
said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall 
you touch it, or you shall die.”’ 4 But the 
serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; 
5 for God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.’ 6 So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate; and she also 
gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together 
and made loincloths for themselves.  
Second Reading: Romans 5.12-19  

12 Just as sin came into the world through 
one man, and death came through sin, and so 
death spread to all because all have sinned – 
13 sin was indeed in the world before the 
law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no 

law. 14 Yet death exercised dominion from 
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins 
were not like the transgression of Adam, who 
is a type of the one who was to come. 15 But 
the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the 
many died through the one man’s trespass, 
much more surely have the grace of God and 
the free gift in the grace of the one man, 
Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And 
the free gift is not like the effect of the one 
man’s sin. For the judgement following one 
trespass brought condemnation but the free 
gift following many trespasses brings 
justification. 17 If, because of the one man’s 
trespass, death exercised dominion through 
that one, much more surely will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life 
through the one man, Jesus Christ. 18 
Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to 
condemnation for all, so the act of 
righteousness of one leads to justification and 
life for all. 19 For just as by the one person’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so 
by the one man’s obedience the many will be 
made righteous.  

 Gospel Reading: Matthew 4.1-11 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 He 
fasted for forty days and forty nights, and 
afterwards he was famished. 3 The tempter 
came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of 
God, command these stones to become loaves 
of bread.’ 4 But he answered, ‘It is written, 
“One does not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.”’5 Then the devil took him to the holy 
city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 
“He will command his angels concerning you”, 
and “On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a 
stone.”’ 7 Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is 
written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.”’ 8 Again, the devil took him to a very 
high mountain and showed him all the 
Kingdoms of the world and their splendour; 9  
 

 

 

Altar Servers - we are experiencing difficulty 
in ensuring we have enough Altar Servers for 
the 9.30am service at St Mary's. Please con-
tact me on 562366 to discuss what is involved 

and if you can help. Freda 

Come & Sing: Fauré Requiem – Here’s the 
latest in the line of St Mary’s Come & Sing 
events. This one will take place on Palm Sun-
day (9th April). A rehearsal will take place at 
4pm and we shall sing it in a service to begin 
Holy Week at 6.30pm. You can book a place 
in the choir atwww.stmarysmusic.org. If you 
don’t fancy singing we hope you’ll come 
along for the service, which will be a great 
way to begin Holy Week. Please spread the 
word and take a poster from the back of 

church if you are able to display it. Mark S 

Meditations for Lent - will begin on Wednes-
day 8th March and continue each Wednes-
day during Lent. This year we will be focusing 
on the events that occurred during the last few 
days of Our Lord's life. We will meet at 
11am in St Mary's. For further details contact 

Freda on 562366. 

Lent Lunches - are available on  
Wednesdays from 8th March in St Mary’s 
Hall from midday until 1.30pm. There will be 
a choice of delicious homemade soup, bread 
and tea & coffee. The idea of a Lent Lunch is 
that the money we would normally spend on 
lunch is given away to those in need. It is part 
of our observance of Lent and whilst we don’t 
charge for the lunch, we do ask that you  

donate generously. Margaret M 

APCMs - We are now compiling the  
booklets for the APCMs for Ross, Walford 
and Brampton Abbotts. If you deliver a 
report at the APCM please write it now and e 
mail it to Lou. The period covered needs to be 
1st January 2016 to 31st December 2016. 

Thank you, Sarah. 

Easter Eggs - If you would like to order a 
Fairtrade Easter Egg please sign the list at the 

back of St Mary’s. Margaret Mason 

Lent Course - starts today after coffee in St 

Mary’s Church Hall. Simon 

and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and worship me.’ 10 Jesus said 
to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only 
him.”’11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly 
angels came and waited on him. 
 

Notices 

Thank You - Very many thanks indeed to all our 
friends at St Michael’s Walford and St Mary’s 
Ross for the extremely generous gifts you have 
given us and your many kind words spoken. We 
are both deeply touched and certainly will miss 
you all because we have both enjoyed and much 
valued our 5 short years with you. We will follow 
with interest all the happenings in the benefice 
and indeed we trust there are some exciting 
plans that God has for you all. Please do keep in 
touch with us and remember you will always be 
very welcome to come and see us in Warminster. 
Just send us an e mail, lasmathew@gmail.com or 
give a ring 07747108342 - we will let you know 
the new landline number when it is installed. Our 

address is 25 King Street Warminster BA12 8DG 

 

Ross Open Gardens 2017 - The Friends are or-
ganising this event on 24th & 25thJune.  Please put 
the date in your diaries as we are likely to need 
lots of help. We need about 6 more gardens to 
really make it a success.  If any of your friends/
neighbours (or you!) might have a  
suitable garden to open, please get in touch. 

Peter Reynolds.  07741 741709 

St Mary’s Church Cleaning - We still need a few 
more people to help with cleaning St Mary’s 
church, so that no one person or couple needs to 
do it more than once or twice a month. We usual-
ly meet on a Monday morning for an hour or two, 
but other days are possible (services permitting). 
A couple of people are combining a bit of clean-
ing with Church Watch. If you think you might be 

able to help, please talk to Janet Cooper. 

St Mary’s Coffee Money - Please could the cof-
fee rota volunteers put the donation money in an 
envelope, mark it coffee money, date it and put 
it through the letterbox of the Church Office 
where Peter Raddenbury can collect it. He is not 
at coffee every Sunday. Many thanks  

Sue Edwards. 

http://www.stmarysmusic.org
mailto:lasmathew@gmail.com

