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Services Today 
 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

The Rev’d Laurence Mathew 

 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Laurence Mathew and  
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
 

 

Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Introit: 580 Judge eternal, throned in 
splendour 
Psalm: 136.1-9, 23-27 - Middleton 
Gradual: 604 Brother, sister, let me serve 
you 
Offertory: 284 For the fruits of all 
creation 
Communion: Look at the world - Rutter 
Post Communion: 537 For the beauty of 
the earth 
Organ: March Heroique - Brewer 
 
 
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
467  New every morning is the love  
367  Jesus, where’er thy people meet 
361  Jesus, stand among us at the 
meeting of our lives 
238  Go forth and tell! O Church of God, 

awake!  

 

11.15am Village Service - Brampton 
Abbotts Village Hall 
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 

and The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

God our creator, by your gift 
the tree of life was set at the heart  
of the earthly paradise, 
and the bread of life  
at the heart of your Church: 
may we who have been nourished  
at your table on earth 
be transformed by the glory of the 
Saviour’s cross 
and enjoy the delights of eternity; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

          Services next week 

Thursday 23rd February 

10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

 Sunday 26th February 

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

9.30am All Age Eucharist with Baptsim 

   - Ross 

11.15am Family Communion Service -  

   Walford 

4.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 

 

Benefice News Feed – did you know that 
you can sign up for Benefice news to be 
delivered to your inbox as it’s published 
on the new Benefice website. Visit 
www.rawchurch.org/news and sign up in 
the bottom left corner of the page. You’ll 
also find a calendar of events on the site. 
Please let us know of anything that is  
missing via director@stmarysmusic.org  

 

 

 

  

The Rev’d Sarah Jones 01989 562175 - not Monday 

The Rev’d Laurence Mathew 01989 769692 - not Thursday 

The Benefice of Ross with Walford and Brampton Abbotts 

SUNDAY 19TH FEBRUARY  

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
Newsletter 

This time last year I was getting ready to 
go on holiday to Botswana -  with  
ordination looming, as probably the last 
significant holiday I would be able to take 
for some time (how right I was!). The game 
reserves were magnificent, full of rhino, 
zebra, ostrich, warthog and antelope of 
many kinds. But of all the wildlife   
encountered possibly the most  
extraordinary, the most inspirational for 

me, was the dung beetle.  

Dung beetles roll their balls backwards, 
with their hind legs, and their faces  
pointed down so they cannot see where 
they are going. They operate in pairs, as 
a team, with one doing the rolling and its 
mate operating as look out, signalling the 
way ahead. When the roller tires they 
swap jobs. One on its own simply does not 
function. It needs its mate, constantly at its 
side, sharing the responsibilities of life, 
taking over when things get a bit much, 

encouraging and guiding along the way.  

 

 

 

It's tempting sometimes, especially when 

we feel let down or disappointed, to think 

we might be better off alone, to lead a 

solitary life unhindered by the needs or 

demands of others. But we're not made 

like that. We are made to be together, in 

community with one another. We're 

intended for partnership. So if ever you're 

thinking how much easier life could be 

without the concerns of other people, 

spare a thought for the humble dung  

beetle - to misappropriate a recent  

political slogan, we really are better off 

together. 

Simon 

We offer a warm welcome to everyone at our services today 

 

For our prayers this week: 

We pray for those who are ill:  
 

We pray for those who have died:  
Ray Bilby, Valerie Reeves and Kenneth 

Riches and pray for their families 

http://www.rawchurch.org/news
mailto:director@stmarysmusic.org


Today’s Collect  

Almighty God, 
give us reverence for all creation 
and respect for every person, 
that we may mirror your likeness 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Today’s Readings  

First Reading: Genesis 1.1-2.3 

In the beginning when God created the heavens 

and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of 
the waters. 3 Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; 
and there was light. 4 And God saw that the 

light was good; and God separated the light 
from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day.6 
And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst 

of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.’ 7 So God made the dome and 
separated the waters that were under the dome 
from the waters that were above the dome. And 
it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the second 
day.9 And God said, ‘Let the waters under the 
sky be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.’ And it was so. 10 God 
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 

were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, 
‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on 
earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it 

was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of 
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And 
God saw that it was good. 13 And there was 
evening and there was morning, the third 

day.14 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the 
dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons 
and for days and years, 15 and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 

the earth.’ And it was so. 16 God made the two 
great lights – the greater light to rule the day 
and the lesser light to rule the night – and the 
stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to 
give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the 

day and over the night, and to separate the 

light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 
good. 19 And there was evening and there was 

morning, the fourth day. 20 And God said, ‘Let 
the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth across the 
dome of the sky.’ 21 So God created the great 
sea monsters and every living creature that 

moves, of every kind, with which the waters 
swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed 
them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 

earth.’ 23 And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fifth day.24 And God said, ‘Let the 
earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of 
the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. 25 God 

made the wild animals of the earth of every 
kind, and the cattle of every kind, and 
everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then 
God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, 

according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the wild animals of the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 27 So 

God created humankind in his image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. 28 God blessed them, 
and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the air and over every living thing that 
moves upon the earth.’ 29 God said, ‘See, I have 
given you every plant yielding seed that is upon 
the face of all the earth, and every tree with 

seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 
And to every beast of the earth, and to every 
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on 
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.’ And it 

was so. 31 God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day. Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all their multitude. 2 And on the 

seventh day God finished the work that he had 
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 
the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed 
the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it 

God rested from all the work that he had done 
in creation.  

Notices 

Lent Course 2017 - 'From Scripture to Prayer' - 

Join us for a fresh look at scripture on each of 

the Sundays during Lent. Beginning on Sunday 

5th March we will meet after coffee following 

the Eucharist service, in St Mary’s Church Hall. 

We will be looking at the Gospel readings for 

Lent and, through contemplation and discussion, 

journeying deeper in understanding and explor-

ing ways in which our discoveries can inspire our 

prayers. Contact Simon for more information,  

simon.tarlton@gmail.com  

Easter Eggs - If you would like to order a 
Fairtrade Easter Egg please sign the list at the 

back of St Mary’s. Margaret Mason 

Women’s World Day of Prayer - Friday 3rd 

March, 11am and 7pm at St Frances of Rome. 
‘Am I Being Unfair to You? Service prepared by 
the Christian women of the Philippines.  

Margaret Mason 

APCMs - We are now compiling the  

booklets for the APCMs for Ross, Walford and 
Brampton Abbotts. If you deliver a 
report at the APCM please write it now and e 
mail it to Lou. The period covered needs to be 
1st January 2016 to 31st December 2016. 

Thank you, Sarah. 

Safeguarding - our work with the young and the 
vulnerable. The Church of England is making 
changes to the way in which we safeguard all 
congregations. We are hosting a day of work-

shops, led by Mandee McPhee, Diocesan Safe-
guarding Officer, introducing the new ways of 
working in St Mary’s Church Hall between 
9.30am and 3pm on Saturday April 29th. Plac-
es are limited but all who are responsible for 

this sort of work are urged to attend - book with 
Derek 565167. 
 
Walford C.O.A.T - will be on Tuesday 21st Feb-
ruary 10.30-12 noon at Walford  

Vicarage. Everyone is welcome. 

Thank you  - It was very special to see so many 
of you from Ross, Walford and  
Brampton Abbotts at the Cathedral to support 
me. What a lovely surprise. Thank you all for 

coming. Caroline 

Second Reading: Romans 8.18-25 

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation 

waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; 20 for the creation was subject-
ed to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, 21 in hope that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 

decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God. 22 We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning in labour pains 
until now; 23 and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 

patience.  

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6.25-34 

Jesus taught his disciples, saying: 25 ‘Therefore I 
tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look 

at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap 
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 
than they? 27 And can any of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your span of life? 28 And 

why do you worry about clothing? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil 
nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 

alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will he not much more clothe you— you of little 
faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, “What 
will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What 
will we wear?” 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive 

for all these things; and indeed your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. 33 
But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well.34 So do not worry about tomorrow, 

for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. To-

day’s trouble is enough for today.’  

 


