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SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 20th July  

10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 23rd July  

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross  

9.30am  All Age Worship - Ross  

11.15am Family Communion - Walford 

11.15am    Baptism - Ross 

6.30pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, 
that the course of this world may be so 
peaceably ordered by your governance, 
that your Church may joyfully serve you  
in all godly quietness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

SERVICES TODAY 

 

 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  

 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and Dr Derek Glover 

Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 

Introit: 537 For the beauty of the earth  
Psalm: 65. 9-14                                     
Gradual: 42 Longing for light 
Offertory: 238 Come down, O love divine 
Communion: This is the day - Rutter 
Post Communion: 27 Colours of day 

 

9.30am Parish Communion- Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard            
Hymn: 172 Fill your hearts with joy and 
gladness                                                         
Hymn:  590 v.2  You shall not live by bread 
alone                                                             
Hymn: 572 Praise to the holiest               
Hymn: 534 O praise ye the Lord                    
 

11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts 
Village Hall                                                        
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe, The 
Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth and The Rev’d 
Sarah Jones 

 
 

 

     
 
 

 

 

Please join us for coffee in  
St Mary’s Hall after the  
9.30 service in Ross. 

St Mary’s Sunday Kids will run during the 
9.30am Sung Eucharist service today 

I am sure I am not the only one to have been 

sadly and deeply affected by the story of little 

Charlie Gard and his family. I suspect that all 

of us have experienced, to some extent, a 

bewildering range of emotions including pain, 

sorrow, anguish and, indeed, puzzlement. 

Among my own set of responses has been a 

naggingly uncomfortable sense that I am, via 

the reporting of the story, engaged in some 

gross act of trespass upon private grief and 

distress. 

Charlie’s plight, and that of his family is, of 

course, a profoundly human story and for that 

reason it has become of huge media interest. 

But I find I am unable to shy away from the 

concerns it throws up simply because they 

make me feel uncomfortable. Ours is a living 

and lively faith and ours a God for every day. 

We have a faith sufficient to carry us beyond 

the doors of our beloved churches on Sunday 

morning and into and through the week ahead 

and all it holds – comfortable or not. We 

rightly rejoice in God’s blessing when things go 

well and we depend on God’s love, 

compassion and guidance when they do not, 
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especially when finding any meaningful 

answers to awful problems seems 

impossible.  

I cannot imagine the struggles and pain that 

everyone connected with Charlie is going 

through right now. Whether it be Charlie 

himself, his parents or the medical and legal 

professionals that are seeking a way forward 

through the fog of hurting and sorrow. My 

only response is prayer; 

Loving God, be present with Charlie and all 

who love and care for him. Help them, and 

us, to discover your way through the 

seemingly impossible issues that appear to 

stand in the way. But most of all, Lord, we 

pray for Charlie, that he may be free from 

pain and know only your love for him. Amen 

Simon 

16th July 2017 

Fifth Sunday After Trinity 

We offer a warm welcome to 
everyone  at our services today 

Newsletter The Benefice of Ross  
with  Walford  

and  

Brampton  
Abbotts 

rawchurch.org.uk 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK:  

We pray for those who are ill:   

Charlie Gard 
 

 



TODAY’S COLLECT  

Almighty God, 
send down upon your Church 
the riches of your Spirit, 
and kindle in all who minister the gospel 
your countless gifts of grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading – Isaiah 55.10-13 

 

Thus says the LORD:   
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven, and do not return there until they have 
watered the earth, making it bring forth and 
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from 
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  12 For 
you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst 
into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands. 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up 
the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.  

 

Second Reading:  Romans 8.1-11 
 

1 There is now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin 
and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to 
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so 
that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For 
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 

hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s 
law – indeed it cannot, 8 and those who are 
in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are 
not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since 
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you.  

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 13.1-9,18-23     

 

1 Jesus went out of the house and sat beside 
the lake. 2 Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat 
there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3 And he told them many things in 
parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out 
to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell 
on the path, and the birds came and ate 
them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth 
of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with 
ears listen! 18 Hear then the parable of the 
sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of 
the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away what 
is sown in the heart; this is what was sown 
on the path. 20 As for what was sown on 
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 

yet such a person has no root, but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away. 22 As for 

Notices  

 

Just Church We will be gathering again for 
‘Just Church’ on Sunday 30th July at 6.30p.m. 
when the subject for our thoughts and  prayers 
will be education. Derek Glover and I will be 
using the opportunity to look at and pray for 
some of the social issues that are of concern 
and the pressures that our modern education 
systems can sometime exert. We hope you will 
join us, all are welcome. Simon Tarlton 

 

Contemplative Prayer Group - meets at 11am 
on Wednesday 19th July at the home of Freda 
Davies. Please join us if you would like to try 
this form of quiet prayer. For further 
information please call Freda on 562366.  
Freda Davies 

 

Community Larder - Stocks are running a little 
low, and the Larder would be grateful for 
donations, particularly of tinned fruit and 
vegetables but not baked beans . Please leave 
tins in the box at the back of St Mary’s Church, 
or at St Michael’s Church in Walford. Margaret 
Mason 

 

St Mary’s choir at Chester Cathedral – 1st – 
3rd September – We’re off to Chester at the 
beginning of September to sing the weekend’s 
services. I’m in the process of arranging 
accommodation. If you fancy a weekend in 
Chester you would be welcome to come along 
as part of our supporters club! Our 
accommodation with be in a nearby University 

hall of residence (Sumner House) double 
rooms are £60 per night. Please let Mark 
(director@stmarysmusic.org) know if you’d 
like to be included in the group booking. Mark 
Sanderson 

 

Lighting the outside of the church - Ross 
Town Council are prepared to make 
improvements to the lighting including the 
floodlighting around the outside of the church. 
We are seeking your ideas and suggestions on 
this subject and would welcome written or 
verbal submissions over the next 4 weeks or 
so. These we will take to a small working party 
that is being set up with the Council to 
consider the matter. Thanks in advance for 
your assistance.  Janet and John. 

 

Laurence John - will be giving an organ recital 
at Ledbury Parish Church on Monday 17th July 
at 12.30pm.  Admission free, retiring 
collection. He would be delighted to see you 
there.  Sharn John 

what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it 
yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.’  


