
 

Tel: 01989 562175  Email: administrator@rawchurch.org.uk 
www.rawchurch.org.uk 

Office hours w/c 13th February 
Mon 9-12, Tues 9-2pm, Weds 9-12, Thurs 9-1pm, Fri 9-12 

Services Today 
 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

The Rev’d Laurence Mathew 

 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and The Rev’d 
Simon Tarlton  

 

Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 
Introit: 609 Christ is the world’s light 
Psalm: 119.1-8 - Attwood 
Gradual: 562 Inspired by love and anger 
Offertory: 454 Love is his word, love is his 
way 
Communion: Be thou my vision - Chilcott 
Post Communion: 497 Lord of the 
Church, we pray 
Organ: Allabreve - J.S Bach 
 
 
9.30am Family Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Laurence Mathew &  

The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 

70 Be thou my vision  
386 Let there be love shared among us 
525 One more step along the world I 

go    

 

4.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 

Dr Derek Glover 

Hymn: 635 For the healing of the nations 
Responses: Radcliffe 
Psalm: 119.1-8 - Attwood 
Hymn: 2 Christ whose glory fills the skies 
Canticles: Stanford in C 
Anthem: O thou the central orb - Wood 
Hymn: 828 Ye that know the Lord is 
gracious 

Organ: Solemn Melody - Walford-Davies 

Post Communion Prayer 

Merciful Father, 
who gave Jesus Christ to be for us  
the bread of life, 
that those who come to him  
should never hunger: 
draw us to the Lord in faith and love, 
that we may eat and drink with him 
at his table in the kingdom, 
where he is alive and reigns,  

now and for ever. 

          Services next week 

Thursday 16th February 

10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

 Sunday 19th February 

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 

9.30am Parish Communion  - Walford 

11.15am Village Service - Brampton  

   Abbotts Village Hall 

Benefice News Feed – did you know that 
you can sign up for Benefice news to be 
delivered to your inbox as it’s published 
on the new Benefice website. Visit 
www.rawchurch.org/news and sign up in 
the bottom left corner of the page. You’ll 
also find a calendar of events on the site. 
Please let us know of anything that is  
missing via director@stmarysmusic.org  

 

 

 

  

The Rev’d Sarah Jones 01989 562175 - not Tuesday 

The Rev’d Laurence Mathew 01989 769692 - not Thursday 

The Benefice of Ross with Walford and Brampton Abbotts 

SUNDAY 12TH FEBRUARY  

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
Newsletter 

Last Monday’s news brought two sports 
stories from Sunday’s matches that got me 
thinking. How much should  I rely on my 
own strength of character?, and how much 

on Jesus? 

Cameroon had won the African Cup of 
Nations, the supreme football trophy  
within that continent, and all the  
commentators praised the depth and 
strength of character that they had shown 
in coming through to win after being a 
goal down to Egypt. On the same day in 
North America the New England Patriots 
beat the Atlanta Falcons after being 
twenty five points down; again all the 
commentators praised the depth and 
strength of character they had shown in 
winning the Super Bowl. I agree with the 
commentators, worldly winning is  
something you have to strive for, and not 
everyone has the depth and strength of 

character to do it. 

However, Monday also saw the  
anniversary of King George’s death in 
1952. I call it the anniversary of “his 
death” as opposed to the media who 
were referring to the day as the 
“accession” of the present Queen. A great 
sadness overcame our school that day as 
we knew our parents and elders wanted 

to honour a man of great depth and 
strength of character, who overcame much 
personal strife and who had been with 
them through the war. But this humble man 
always said he depended on Jesus, not 
himself, a belief he passed on to his 

daughter. 

We Christians will get nowhere if we rely 
on our own characters, and get  
everywhere if we rely on Jesus. Look 
back, Jesus has carried you; look at the 
present, Jesus is carrying you; look  
forward, Jesus will be carrying you. Don’t 
rely on your own strength. Be confident in 

Jesus. 

 

Colin 

We offer a warm welcome to everyone at our services today 

 

For our prayers this week: 

We pray for those who are ill:  
 

We pray for those who have died:  
Rita McNally, James Grant and Noreen 
McGinn and pray for their families  
 

http://www.rawchurch.org/news
mailto:director@stmarysmusic.org


Today’s Collect  

Eternal God, 
whose Son went among the crowds 
and brought healing with his touch: 
help us to show his love, 
in your Church as we gather together, 
and by our lives as they are transformed  
into the image of Christ our Lord. 

 

Today’s Readings  

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30.15-20 

15 See, I have set before you today life and 

prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you 
obey the commandments of the LORD your 
God that I am commanding you today, by 
loving the LORD your God, walking in his 
ways, and observing his commandments, 
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live 
and become numerous, and the LORD your 
God will bless you in the land that you are 
entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns 
away and you do not hear, but are led 
astray to bow down to other gods and serve 
them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall 
perish; you shall not live long in the land that 
you are crossing the Jordan to enter and 
possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you today that I have set before you 
life and death, blessings and curses. Choose 
life so that you and your descendants may 
live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying 
him, and holding fast to him; for that means 
life to you and length of days, so that you 
may live in the land that the LORD swore to 
give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob.  

 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 3.1-9 
 

Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you 
as spiritual people, but rather as people of 
the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with 
milk, not solid food, for you were not ready 
for solid food. Even now you are still not 
ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For as 
long as there is jealousy and quarrelling 
among you, are you not of the flesh, and 

behaving according to human inclinations? 4 
For when one says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ and 
another, ‘I belong to Apollos,’ are you not 
merely human? 5 What then is Apollos? What 
is Paul? Servants through whom you came to 
believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
growth. 7 So neither the one who plants nor 
the one who waters is anything, but only God 
who gives the growth. 8 The one who plants 
and the one who waters have a common 
purpose, and each will receive wages 
according to the labour of each. 9 For we are 
God’s servants, working together; you are 
God’s field, God’s building.  
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5.21-37 

On the mountain, Jesus gathered his disciples 
around him and taught them, saying: 21 You 
have heard that it was said to those of 
ancient times, “You shall not murder”; and 
“whoever murders shall be liable to 
judgement.” 22 But I say to you that if you 
are angry with a brother or sister, you will be 
liable to judgement; and if you insult a 
brother or sister, you will be liable to the 
council; and if you say, “You fool,” you will be 
liable to the hell of fire. 23 So when you are 
offering your gift at the altar, if you 
remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, 24 leave your gift 
there before the altar and go; first be 
reconciled to your brother or sister, and then 
come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms 
quickly with your accuser while you are on the 
way to court with him, or your accuser may 
hand you over to the judge, and the judge to 
the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 
26 Truly I tell you, you will never get out until 
you have paid the last penny. 27 You have 
heard that it was said, “You shall not commit 
adultery.” 28 But I say to you that everyone 
who looks at a woman with lust has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If 
your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out 
and throw it away; it is better for you to lose 
one of your members than for your whole 

body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your  

Altar Servers Due to ill health, we are  
experiencing difficulty in ensuring we have 
enough Altar Servers for the 9-30am  
service at St Mary's. If you feel this is some-
thing you might be able to help us with 
please contact me on 562366 to  

discuss what is involved. Freda 

St Mary’s Churchyard Gate Lock - Please 
note the council will replace the missing lock in 
the near future. The new lock will use the 
same key as before so those of you issued 
with a key please bring it with you if you 

need vehicular access to church. 

Flicks in the Sticks - Ethel & Ernest, a hand 
drawn animated film based on the award 
winning graphic novel by Raymond Briggs.  
Showing at St Mary’s hall at 7pm on Tuesday 

14th February.  

APCMs - We are now compiling the  
booklets for the APCMs for Ross, Walford 
and Brampton Abbotts. If you deliver a 
report at the APCM please write it now and e 
mail it to Lou. The period covered needs to be 
1st January 2016 to 31st December 2016. 

Thank you, Sarah. 

Exploring Prayer - Saturday 18th  
February, 9.30am-1pm in Leominster  
Priory. Bishop Richard invites you to come and 
explore prayer, to find inspiration for you 
and your church. Contact Angela Deakin to 
book a place, Tel: 01584 871085 or 

mdt@hereford.anglican.org.  

Safeguarding - our work with the young and 
the vulnerable. The Church of England is mak-
ing changes to the way in which we safe-
guard all congregations. We are hosting a 
day of workshops, led by Mandee McPhee, 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer, introducing 
the new ways of working in St Mary’s Church 
Hall between 9.30am and 3pm on Saturday 
April 29th. Places are limited but all who are 
responsible for this sort of work are urged to 
attend - book with Derek 565167. 
 

Walford C.O.A.T - will be on Tuesday 21st 
February 10.30-12 noon at Walford  

Vicarage. Everyone is welcome. 

right hand causes you sin, cut it off and throw it 

away; it is better for you to lose one of your 

members than for your whole body to go into 

hell. 31 It was also said, “Whoever divorces his 

wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.” 

32 But I say to you that anyone who divorces 

his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, 

causes her to commit adultery; and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

33 Again, you have heard that it was said to 

those of ancient times, “You shall not swear 

falsely, but carry out the vows you have made 

to the Lord.” 34 But I say to you, Do not swear 

at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of 

God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, 

or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 

King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for 

you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 

Let your word be “Yes, Yes” or “No, No”; any-

thing more than this comes from the evil one.  

 

Notices 

St Mary’s Flower Rota - I am compiling the 
Flower Rota for St Mary's please let me know 
if you would like to be included either by 
providing and arranging flowers or by making 

a donation towards flowers, thank you. Freda. 

Contemplative Prayer Group will meet at 
Freda's home on Wednesday 15th February. 

More information from Freda on 562366. 

Lent Course 2017 - 'From Scripture to Prayer' 

- Join us for a fresh look at scripture on each 

of the Sundays during Lent. Beginning on Sun-

day 5th March we will meet after coffee fol-

lowing the Eucharist service, in St Mary’s 

Church Hall. We will be looking at the Gospel 

readings for Lent and, through contemplation 

and discussion, journeying deeper in under-

standing and exploring ways in which our dis-

coveries can inspire our prayers.  

Contact Simon for more information,  

simon.tarlton@gmail.com  


