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Services Today 
 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

The Rev’d Sarah Jones 

 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
 

Service: New English Mass - Appleford 
Introit: 58 A great and mighty wonder 
Gradual: 59 Angels from the realms 
Offertory: 63 Glory to God 
Post Communion: 646 God is working 
his purpose 
 

The choir is on holiday today 
 
9.30am Matins - Walford 

Dr Derek Glover 

534  Praise my soul the King of Heaven 
700  Unto us a boy is born 
217 God is love let heaven adore him 

755  Ye holy angels bright 

 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton 
Abbotts School 

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

 

Do join us for coffee in  

St Mary’s hall after the  

9.30 Eucharist 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, 
whose incarnate Son was given the Name 
of Saviour; 
grant that we who have shared in this 
sacrament of our salvation 
may live out our years in the power of 
that Name 
above all other names, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

          Services next week 

Thursday 5th January 

10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

 

 Sunday 8th January 

Epiphany 

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 

9.30am Family Service - Walford 

11.15am Baptism - Ross  

4.00pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 
 

Office hours w/c 2nd January 

Monday - Closed 

Tuesday 9am - 1pm 

Wednesday  9 - 1pm 

Thursday 9am - 12 noon 

Friday 9am - 12 noon 

Forthcoming Paddle and Praise dates: 

Monday 16th January 

Monday 6th February 

Monday 6th March 

Monday 3rd April 

Please contact Wendy Alston on: 

wraalston@gmail.com for further details 

 

 

 

  

The Rev’d Sarah Jones 01989 562175 - not Tuesday 

The Benefice of Ross with Walford and Brampton Abbotts 

SUNDAY 1ST JANUARY  

NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS 
Newsletter 

Happy New Year! 

Two years ago I wrote a magazine letter 
giving my first impressions of the diocese; 
this time last year I wrote an update. Now 

it’s time for that update to be updated.   

I pay tribute again to what I have de-
scribed each year as the “the heroic, faith-
ful and imaginative Christian ministry be-
ing exercised across the diocese by clergy 

and laity alike”.  

As last year too, I want to highlight two 
major issues, namely growth, both spiritual 

and numerical, and money. 

 Spiritual growth. At its last meeting, 

the Diocesan Synod spent some 

time not just talking about prayer 

but actually praying for the life of 

the diocese. I really hope that this 

can serve as a sign of a deepening 

commitment to prayer. Watch out 

for “Thy Kingdom Come”, the Arch-

bishops’ call to prayer in 2017. 

  Numerical growth. Each year I  

  have written, “I long to see more  

  people becoming Christians.” I  

  rejoice whenever I see this hap 

  opening. By making spiritual and  

  numerical growth our number one  

  priority, we are proclaiming that  

  we have a faith to be shared. 

 Money. Our financial situation is 

very serious, but within our grasp to 

remedy. The good news is that the 

principles of the Offer system con-

tributing to the Common Fund are 

widely understood; so too is the 

need for generosity, and there is 

indeed much evidence of such gen-

erosity. The bad news is that there 

are significant numbers of places 

where the understanding and com-

mitment in principle have not been 

responded to with increased offers. 

Please do all you can to ensure that 

your own giving, and that of your 

PCC, represents a generous, realis-

tic and joyful response to the Chris-

tian good news. 

 

+Richard 

 

 

 

 

We offer a warm welcome to everyone at our services today 

 



Today’s Collect  

Almighty God, 
whose blessed Son was circumcised 
in obedience to the law 
for our sake and given the Name  
that is above every name: 
give us grace faithfully  
to bear his Name, 
to worship him as the Saviour  
of the world; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Today’s Readings  

First Reading: Numbers 6.22-end  
 

22 The LORD spoke to Moses, 
saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, 
saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: 
You shall say to them, 24 The LORD bless 
you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his 
face to shine upon you, and be gracious 
to you; 26 the LORD lift up his countenance 
upon you, and give you peace. 27 So 
they shall put my name on the Israelites, 
and I will bless them. 
 

Second Reading: Galatians 4.4-7   

4When the fullness of time had come, 
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, 5in order to redeem those 
who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as children. 6And 

because you are children, God has sent 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ 7So you are no 
longer a slave but a child, and if a child 
then also an heir, through God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2.15-21 
 

15 When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, ‘Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ 16So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger.17When they 
saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18and 
all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 
21 After eight days had passed, it was 
time to circumcise the child; and he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the 
angel before he was conceived in the 
womb. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

For our prayers this week: 

We pray for those who are ill: 

Monica Carter and Bob Radcliffe 

We pray for those who have died: 
Stephanie Austin, Colin Morris and 
Wendy Stephens and pray for their 
families  
 

Prayers for St Mary's will be held at 8pm 
on Monday 2nd January at the Old Gaol, 
New Street. All are welcome to join us for a 
short time of prayer for our church. Janet 
Nelson 
 

Community Larder - a reminder that the 
larder will be open on Tuesday 10am - 
12noon for any donations you may have to 

deliver. 

House for Duty Priest positions - interviews 
will be held on 13th January. Please keep 

this in your prayers. 

Rev’d Nick Adley - Greetings to all at St 
Mary’s, St Michael’s - Walford and Bramp-
ton Abbotts. Dawn, Peter and I are now  
settled in Salisbury Plain. I have completed 
my training at sandhurst and start with my 
unit in Janaury. We all send you our warm-
est greetings and continue to hold you in our 

prayers. Love and Blessings, Nick. 

Thank you to everyone who decorated St 
Mary’s this Advent and Christmas. The church 

looked wonderful. Sarah 

Churches Together Bring and Share Lunch - 

Sunday 22nd January 2017. After the  

success of the event to mark the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity last year,  

Churches Together are again organising a 

Bring and Share Lunch followed by a joint 

worship service.  This year the event will 

take place at ‘The Venue’ Hill St. starting at 

12.30pm.  Everyone is asked to bring one 

dish, either a meat dish, a vegetable or  

salad dish or a sweet.  Please would you 

sign up which kind of dish you hope to bring 

on the list at the back of the Church.  

Thankyou.  Sue Spence 

 

Notices 

Job Club - unfortunately due to lack of 
staff we have had to close the Job Club 
on a temporary basis. If you feel you can  

volunteer please contact the office. Sarah  

Reordering Plans for St Mary's - St 
Mary's PCC has launched a website which 
it is hoped will help to make clear our 
plans for the reordering of St Mary's and 
the progress of work. Please have a look 
at www.reordering.wordpress.com. There 
is also a display, based on the site, by the 

north door of St Mary's. Mark S 

Alternative Epiphany Party - join us at  

St Mary's Hall on Thursday 5th January at 

7pm when we shall be welcoming 'Mary 

and Joseph' (and their diary!) back after 

their journey around the parish. Soup, 

cheese and wine provided plus a warm 

welcome for all! Details form Freda Da-

vies or Margaret Mason 

Attention wood burners - we recently 

felled a dead maple tree in St Mary’s 

churchyard. Logs are available for a do-

nation to St Mary’s church funds. Contact 

John 564535 

New Benefice Website – Our new site is 
now live. Please check it out, we hope you 
like it www.rawchurch.org.uk. It’s very 
much in its infancy, you’ll be doing us a 
great kindness by  letting us know of  
anything that is missing or inaccurate or 
not working via  
director@stmarysmusic.org. Mark 
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