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SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 18th May 

10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 21st May   

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross  

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross  

9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford  

11.15am Village Service - Brampton 
Abbotts Village Hall 

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the 
way, the truth, and the life: grant us to walk 
in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to 
share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, 
now and for ever. 

SERVICES TODAY 

 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and  
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 

Introit: 818 To God be the glory, great 

things he hath done! 

Psalm: 31.1-6, 17&18 

Gradual: 203 Good Christians all, rejoice 
and sing! 
Offertory: 802 There is a higher throne than 
all this world has known 
Communion: Thou art the way - Steel 
Post Communion: 506 The church’s one 
foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord 
 

9.30am Family Service - Walford  
The Rev’d Canon Christopher Blanchard & 
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 

590 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
201 Give me joy in my heart 
672 Thine be the glory 

 

6.30pm Choral Evensong - Ross 

Canon Freda Davies 

Hymn: 209 Love’s redeeming work is done 

Responses: Sanders 

Psalm: 31.1-6, 17&18 

Hymn: 255 O Holy Spirit, Lord of Grace 

Canticles: Stainer in B Flat 

Anthem: Lift up your heads - Mathias 

Hymn: 127 Lord Jesus, think on me 

Please join us for coffee in  
St Mary’s Hall after the  
9.30 service in Ross. 

Thursday 18th May - the service at 10am 
will be Morning Prayer rather than Holy 
Communion 

Paddle and Praise - for pre school children: 
9.30am  - 11.30am: Monday: 5th June &  
26th June 

Paddle and Praise Plus - for children of 
school age:  
3.30pm  - 5.30pm: Tuesday 27th June  

Please contact Wendy Alston for further  
information: mandwalston@btinternet.com 
or 01989 562959 

In the face of a seemingly impossible 
problem or difficulty, when nothing I can do 
or read or reflect on or shout at works, I am 
sometimes (too infrequently) reminded of 
the words of Brother Sam, a Franciscan Friar 
I met some years ago on retreat at Hillfield 
Friary in Dorset. "When all else fails", Sam 
suggested, "try prayer".  

Too often I think my private prayers can be 
nothing more than an imitation of the 
prayers we say at our services. Sometimes I 
feel constrained to put too much into 
words. But I might do better to recall the 
words of T.S. Eliot who says in his poem 
'Little Gidding', "And prayer is more than an 
order of words, the conscious occupation of 
the praying mind, or the sound of the voice 
praying". 

There is a (possibly true) story of a country 
priest who, coming to his church every 
morning, saw a farmworker there. Each day 
he stayed sitting there, for about half an 
hour, before he started work. One day the 
priest asked him how he prayed. "Pray?", 
the man said. "Don't do anything like that. 
I'm just there, and God's there. And he 
knows I'm there, and I know he's there".  

 

The Rev’d Sarah Jones | 01989 562175 | sarah.jones@rawchurch.org.uk (not Tuesdays) 

The Rev’d Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 

Soon, during the season between Ascension 
and Pentecost, we here will play our part in 
joining in with a national initiative, a wave of 
prayer across the country. Some of the 
prayers our groups wrote during Lent will 
form part of this. But in the meantime, when 
praying alone and the right thoughts seem 
difficult or just won't come, maybe there is 
some reassurance in the words of R.S. 
Thomas in his poem 'Waiting'. "The one 
eloquence to master is that of the bowed 
head, the bent knee, waiting". It really can 
be that simple. 

 

Simon 

    

 

14TH MAY 2017 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

We offer a warm welcome to 
everyone  at our services today 

Newsletter The Benefice of Ross  
with  Walford  

and  

Brampton  
Abbotts 

rawchurch.org.uk 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK:  

We pray for those who are ill:   

 

We pray for those who have died, and for 
their families: 

Gwendoline Hill, Mervyn James and  
Emily Evans 



TODAY’S COLLECT  
Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love 
for the world and the wonder of your risen 
life: give us compassion and courage to risk 
ourselves for those we serve, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading: Acts 7.55-60 
Standing before the high priest and the 
council, 55 Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56 ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God!’ 57 But they covered their ears, and 
with a loud shout all rushed together against 
him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city 
and began to stone him; and the witnesses 
laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.’ 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in 
a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.’ When he had said this, he died.  

 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 2.2-10 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation – 3 if indeed you have tasted that 
the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living 
stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen 
and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: ‘See, I 
am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious; and whoever believes in 
him will not be put to shame.’ 7 To you then 
who believe, he is precious; but for those who 
do not believe, ‘The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the very head of the 
corner’,8 and ‘A stone that makes them 
stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.’ 
They stumble because they disobey the word, 

as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

Gospel Reading: John 14.1-14 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and will take you to myself, 
so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 
And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.’ 5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know 
the way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 7 If you know 
me, you will know my Father also. From now 
on you do know him and have seen him.’ 8 
Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, 
and we will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus said to him, 
‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and 
you still do not know me? Whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
“Show us the Father”? 10 Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak on 
my own; but the Father who dwells in me does 
his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do 
not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one 
who believes in me will also do the works that 
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in 
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.’  

NOTICES 

St Mary’s weekly giving envelopes - the 
boxes of weekly giving envelopes will shortly 
be prepared.  If anyone who uses them 
would prefer to give by Standing Order, 
would they please contact me to make the 
necessary arrangements. Thank you. Paul 
Eward Tel: 563845. 

Contemplative Prayer Group - will meet at 
Freda's home on Wednesday 17th May at 
11am. Do join us if you feel this form of quiet 
prayer is for you further information from 
Freda on 562366 

A Diocesan Pentecost Event - with prayer, 
picnic and praise. On Sunday 4th June at 
2.30pm onwards at Hereford Cathedral, bring 
and share picnic. Service at 3.30pm. Everyone 
Welcome.  

Happy Birthday John Kyrle -  As part of this 
event local primary school children will be 
taking part in a project led by Mark 
Sanderson using  their computer skills to 
make films about John Kyrle. The children will 
be doing the work in and around St Mary's on 
Monday 15th May from 9-30 am - 2-45 pm 
and the films will be available to visitors to 
the event on May 21st and will then go on 
line afterwards. Would you like to help with 
this project? If so please contact either Mark 
or myself - there will be a training workshop 
for volunteers on May 9th from 1 pm - 4 pm. 
Do please get in touch if you can help. Freda. 
(Tel 562366) 

Christian Aid Week 14 - 20 May - The appeal 
this year is help for refugees to get the safety 
and support that they desperately need. 
Please pray for the distributors and collectors 
of envelopes that they may find generosity 
on the doorsteps. Jean Harrison 

Coffee On A Tuesday - at Wendy Alston’s 
home, Tuesday 23rd May 10.30am until 
midday 2 Green Meadows Hom Green Ross 
On Wye HR9 7RE  

 

The AGM for the Community Food Larder - 
will be held on Wednesday 17th May, 7pm at 
St Frances of Rome Church.  All volunteers 
and supporters of the Larder and ‘Coffee and 
Cakes’ are very welcome to attend.  Light 
refreshments will be served. Lindsay  

Open Gardens  - The Friends of St Mary's 
Committee is looking for volunteers to help 
with the Open Gardens Event being held on 
Saturday June 24 and Sunday June 25 2017. 
There are two slots each day : 11.30-2.30 and 
2.15 - 5.30pm.Eight volunteers needed for 
each slot. There is a list at the back of the 
church. Please add your name if you are 
willing to help. Tasks will be allocated 
according to age and ability!! Sue Edwards 

Benefice Website – We have a small group 
meeting regularly to review and develop the 
website. If you have any thoughts about how 
the site might be improved please have a 
chat with a member of the group: Karen 
Chinn, Matthew Hawkes, Paul Mason or 
Mark Sanderson. It would be lovely to have 
more people following our posts (we’re 
feeling a little lonely). You can do that by 
scrolling to the bottom left of any page 
at rawchurch.org.uk and typing your email 
address. Mark S 

News and Events - Did you know that you 
can sign up to receive news and events as 
they are published from the Benefice 
website by signing up at the bottom left of 
any page at www.rawchurch.org.uk. Mark S 

Come and Sing! - songs and chants from 
Iona and Africa led by Kay Garlick. 
Wednesday May 30th 6.30 – 7.30pm at St 
Mary’s Church, Ross on Wye (To include all 
the music we will be singing at the Diocesan 
Pentecost Prayer and Praise Event on 4th June 
at the Cathedral) All welcome – no 
experience needed! 

http://rawchurch.org.uk/
http://www.rawchurch.org.uk/

