
 

Tel: 01989 562175   
Email: administrator@rawchurch.org.uk 

www.rawchurch.org.uk 

Services Today 
 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

The Rev’d Laurence Mathew 

 

9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and  
Canon Freda Davies 

 

Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Introit: 719 Lord the light of your love is 
shining 
Psalm: 24.7-10 - Barnby 
Gradual: 74 Like a candle flame 
Offertory: 110 Hail to the Lord who 
comes, comes to his temple gate 
Communion: When to the Temple Mary 
went - Eccard 
Post Communion: 593 At the name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow 
 

 
 
9.30am Special 1662 Eucharist Service - 
Walford 

The Rev’d Laurence Mathew 

756 Ye servants of God your master 
proclaim 
375 King of glory King of peace 
625 Take my life and let it be 
consecrated 
408 Lord enthroned in heavenly 

splendour 

 

4.00pm Just Church - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and  
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
 

Do join us for coffee in  

St Mary’s hall after the  

9.30 Eucharist 

Post Communion Prayer 

Lord, you fulfilled the hope  
of Simeon and Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, who have received these gifts 
beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus  
when he comes 
to bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns,  
now and for ever. 

Amen. 

          Services next week 

Thursday 2nd February 

10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

 Sunday 5th February 

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 

9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton   

   Abbotts School 

 

 

 

 

  

The Rev’d Sarah Jones 01989 562175 - not Monday 

The Rev’d Laurence Mathew 01989 769692 - not Thursday 

The Benefice of Ross with Walford and Brampton Abbotts 

SUNDAY 29TH JANUARY  

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
Newsletter 

Last Sunday in Walford Church we  
transformed a dark decrepit old table into a 
tower of light. We used the tins of different 
foods people had brought to form shelves 
and then everyone placed night light  
candles on the tins - and a dingy table  

became attractive and interesting.  

For many, their perception of the church is 
an uninviting building where older people 

go to dreary services on a Sunday morning.  

But if they actually talked to any of us who 
go to our churches I hope they would  
discover their image of the church is very 

wrong.  

The church surely is so much more than the 
building, it is the community of people using 
the building who also experience so much 
more than just enjoyment - Brampton  

Abbotts is a fine example of this. 

The fact is our image is different from  
reality - but in today’s world image counts 

for a lot – ask President Trump!  

The idea of covering the old table with lights 

was : 

 Firstly to remind us that Christians of 

all ages are called to be showing 
Christ’s light and love to the world in 

many kinds of ways.  

 Secondly that the local church’s  

image would become so much better 
and brighter if we willingly told 
friends and neighbours what Being 
Church means to us, thereby making 
them much more likely to respond to 
our personal invitation to ‘Come 
along … with me … and see for 

yourself’.   

Do you remember what we said at the  
Benefice half day together in St Mary’s Hall 

last April? 

This Sunday it is Candlemas or the  
Presentation of Christ at the Temple and we 
are reminded that Christ is the light who 
wants to bring light to all people’s lives and  

cannot be confined within church buildings.  

 

Laurence 

We offer a warm welcome to everyone at our services today 

 

For our prayers this week: 

We pray for those who are ill:  

John Stanford 

We pray for those who have died:  
Beryl Knapper, Toinette Sainsbury, 
Harold Hull, Roger Griffiths and Violet 
Pascoe and pray for their families  
 



Today’s Collect  

Lord Jesus Christ, 
light of the nations and glory of Israel: 
make your home among us, 
and present us pure and holy 
to your heavenly Father, 
your God, and our God. 

 

Today’s Readings  

First Reading: Malachi 3.1-5 

Thus says the Lord God: See, I am 
sending my messenger to prepare the 
way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight – indeed, he is coming, says 
the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure 
the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? For he is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he 
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the descendants of 
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the LORD 
in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the LORD as in the days of old and as in 
former years. 5 Then I will draw near to 
you for judgement; I will be swift to bear 
witness against the sorcerers, against the 
adulterers, against those who swear 
falsely, against those who oppress the 
hired workers in their wages, the widow, 
and the orphan, against those who thrust 
aside the alien, and do not fear me, says 
the LORD of hosts.  

 

Second Reading: Hebrews 2.14-18 
 
14 Since the children share flesh and 
blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the 
same things, so that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free 

those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it 
is clear that he did not come to help 
angels, but the descendants of 
Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to 
become like his brothers and sisters in 
every respect, so that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make a sacrifice of 
atonement for the sins of the people. 18 
Because he himself was tested by what 
he suffered, he is able to help those 
who are being tested. 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2.22-40 
 

22 When the time came for their 
purification according to the law of 
Moses, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord. 23 (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord’), 24 
and they offered a sacrifice according 
to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young 
pigeons.’ 25 Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 
into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
what was customary under the law, 28 
Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, 29 ‘Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; 30 for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, 31 which you 
have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.’ 33 And the child’s father and 
mother were amazed at what was  

 

Notices 

Coffee Morning - Saturday 4th  
February 1030-12 noon in St Mary’s 
Hall. Hosted by the Berkeley Mews 

Bible Study Group. 

Caroline - will be installed as Prebendary 
at Hereford Cathedral TODAY at 
3.30pm. Do come along and support her. 
 

Volunteers  - wanted to help in  

Barnardos Charity shop. Please contact 

Michelle Setchfield 01989 762400  

Exploring Prayer - Saturday 18th  
February, 9.30am-1pm in Leominster  
Priory. Bishop Richard invites you to come 
and explore prayer, to find inspiration 
f o r  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c h u r c h .  
Contact Angela Deakin to book a place, 
mdt@hereford.anglican.org or Tel: 

01584 871085 

Ross Open Gardens 2017 - The Friends 
are organising this event on 24th & 25th 
June.  Please put date in your diaries as 
we are likely to need lots of help. We 
need about 6 more gardens to really 
make it a success.  If any of your friend & 
neighbours (or you!) might have a suitable 
garden to open, please put them on touch 
w i t h  me .   Pe ter  Reyno lds .    

07741741709 

Churches Together In Ross and District - 
We need a new representative for the 
Churches Together In Ross and District 
committee to work alongside Rev’d Sarah 
and Sue Spence. Six meetings a year and 
a good chance to work with Christians of 
other denominations. Please contact Sarah 

or the office if you are interested. 

 

being said about him. 34 Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
‘This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be opposed 35 so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed – 
and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.’ 36 There was also a prophet, Anna 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, having 
lived with her husband seven years after 
her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the 
age of eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshipped there with fasting 
and prayer night and day. 38 At that 
moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all 
who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 39 When they had finished 
everything required by the law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew 
and became strong, filled with wisdom; 

and the favour of God was upon him. 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Paddle and Praise dates: 

Monday 6th February 

Monday 6th March 

Monday 3rd April 

Please contact Wendy Alston on: 

wraalston@gmail.com for further details 

Sunday Kids - unfortunately there will be 
no session running today in the 9.30am 
service at St Mary’s.  

Sorry for any inconvenience. Sharn 


